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INTRODUCTION 



The army is the chief means of waging war and 
is therefore organically linked with it. As a weapon 
and instrurnent for the forceful implementation of the 
foreign and home policy of the class which is in power, 
the army has emerged simultaneously with the state. 
In the antagonistic class formations the army was 
necessary to the ruling elasses to oppress the exploited 
masses and to attain aggressive purposes. 

But in order to conceal the true character and role 
of the army, the bourgeois military theoreticians 
maintain that it starids outside politics, above the 
elasses and that it belongs to the whole people, fulfil- 
ling "national" tasks. 

Historical experience has shown, however, that the 
army's role and character depend entirely upon the na- 
turc and purpose of the social system and upon the 
socio-economic character of its ruling class. 

The army of the expIoiter capitalist class and its 
bourgeois state is a weapon for the oppression of the 
working class and the working people in its own 
country, for the conquest of foreign territories and 
the routing of the national-liberation movements in 
the enslaved and dependent nations. 

USA, as an irnperialist nation, uses its army for 
aggressive purposes, interfering in the domestic affairs 
of other countries, occupying foreign territories and 
securing the overthrow of governmerits and regimes 
i t objects to. 



The best proof of this in our times is the US in- * 

tervention in Vietnam, condemned by all honest peo- 
ple in the world, and the dispatch of forces to fight 
against the freedom-loving Vietnamese people. * 

An eloquent proof of the character of the armies 
of the capitalist nations is the fact that most of t hem 
are included in various aggressive blocs: NATO, 
SEATO, SENTO, etc. 

The armies of the socialist nations are the exact 
opposite of the armies of the capitalist nations, 

The Soviet army and the armies of the Warsaw 
Pact countries also have a class character. But they 
are armies not of the exploiter classes, but of the 
working people, of the majority of the population 
(workers, peasants and people's intelligentsia). They 
defend the great cause of socialism and communism, 
of the highest, socialist type of democracy, 

The Bulgarian army, as an army of a socialist 
state, is also an army of the proletarian dictatorship. 
Its role is to protect the gains of the socialist re\olu- 
tion against all internal and external counter-revolu- 
tionary forces and to defend the interests of the 
working people. When the working class took power 
into its own hands and the bourgeoisie, finding sup- 
port in the imperialist nations, tried to recapture their 
dominant position, the army fought against those 
counter-revolutionary forces and helped the workers 
and peasants to crush their enemies. 

The Bulgarian army was created, developed and 
strengthened after the pattern of the Soviet army, tak- 
ing advantage of its experience in military organiza- 
tion and training. This is' quite comprehensible, as the 
Soviet army is the first army in the world which real- 
ly defends the freedom and socialist gains of the work- 
ers and peasants. As the first socialist army, it has 
the greatest experience in military matters, the train- 
ing of cadres, educational activity and in the defence ** 
of the proletarian country. But the Bulgarian army 
was not created exactly after, the pattern of t the So- 
viet army. The peculiar features of the socialist revolu- 
tion in Bulgaria, as well as the concrete intefnational 
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and local situation were als'o taken into consideration 
in its formution. 

The Bulgarian army was set up under the guidanca 
of the Communist Party, which is the decisive force 
in our socialist society and which in its activity always 
proceeds from the premise that the ruling exploiter 
classes, far from voluntarily relinquishing power,, 
fight tl)oth and nails to preserve it and, when they 
lose it, to regain it. 

To seize power, the Communist Party must have 
an armed force of its own. Without such a force, it can- 
neither conquer nor retain power. 

1. BIRTH OF THE BULGARIAN ARMY 

"A revolutionary army is necessary because it is 
only by force that the great historical issues can b e 
resolved, and the organization of force in the present- 
day struggie is the military organization, 1 ' 1 wrote 
Lenin in 1905, 

Guided by this Leninist principle, the Bulgaria- 
Communist Party paid particular attention to mili- 
tary matters as an inseparable part of its entire activ- 
ity to win over the masses and to seize political pow- 
er, including in military matters not only the mili- 
tary training of individual communists but also their 
activities aimed at disintegrating the royal bourgeois 
army and winning over the bulk of its officers and 
men to the side of the working people. The Party did 
a good job in disintegrating the bourgeois army even 
during World War I, exposing it as an imperialist,, 
piratical and unjust war. 

In the trenches, during marches and rests, the com- 
munists spread the ideas of the Great October Socialist 
Revolution and called upon the soldiers to turn their 
weapons agains't the capitalists and against the king. 
He and his docile government had plunged Bulgaria 
into the war, a war in which the people had .no stake 
and which transcended their possibilities. It led them; 
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tto utter exhaustion and completely upset economic life. 
There was not enough food and clothing for the sol- 
diers and the population. In many parts on the front 
tthe soldiers went about in rags. Diseases were ram- 
pant. Ali this gave rise to dissatisfaclion with the 
policy of the government, The Great October Revolu- 
■tion in Russia, in which workers and peasants wrested 
-power from the hands of the bourgeoisie, showed to 
the Bulgarian peasants and workers the road to their 
<emaneipation from exploiiation and oppression by the 
capitalists. Soldiers' councils (Soviets) were set up in 
many units. In unison with the prevailing anti-war 
sentiments among the soldiers, these councils headecl 
the anti-war movement. Demonstrations and riots broke 
out both on the front and in the rear. On June 21, 1918, 
,a new coalition government came to power. But the 
people continued their fight, deeply convinced that 
Bulgaria's withdrawal from the war could only be 
.-achieved by the forceful overthrow of the regime. Suci] 
was the example set by the Russian workers and 
peasants- The idea of an armed uprising now became 
a cherished and comprehensible idea for the working 
people: it captured the minds not only of the people 
but also of the soldiers on the battle-fields. 

In mid-September, under the influence of the revo- 
lution-ary soldiers and officers, the Bulgarian army on 
the front at Dobro Pole retreated from its positions. 
They did not wztst to fight any longer for other people's 
interests. Through the fault of the monarch and the 
bourgeoisie, Bulgaria had been brought to the brink 
of national disaster. On September 22 and 23, the sol- 
diers of the 2nd, 3rd T 4th and 5th division set out for 
Sofia to sq.uare accounts with those responsible for all 
their s.ufferings and reached the inhabited places of 
Pehchevo, Tsanevo Selo and Berovo. The first insur- 
gent detachments were formed under the lea.dership 
of soviets of soldiers, One such detachinent entered 
the town of Kyustendil and captured the headquarters 
Sf the Bulgarian army. From there it set out for Ra- 
^doariir, wiiere it joined up with other detachments. Ari 
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entire insurgent army began to take shape. Radomir 
faecame.the centre of the insurrection, which was 
headed by the eminent Agrarian militant, Raiko Das- 
kalov. On September 27, 1918, in a special manifesto 
Daskalov announced the overthrow of the monarchy 
and proclaimed Bulgaria a republic. 

A provisional government was set up. The leader of 
the Bulgarian Agrarian Union, Alexandei Stamboliiski, 
was proclaimed Prime Minister and Raiko Daskalov 
Commander-in-Chief of the insurrectionist forces. 

A three-men revolutionary committee was set up in 
Radomir: a Left-wing Soeialist, 1 a representative of 
the Bulgarian Agrarian Union 2 and an Anarchist. Its 
task was to organize and coordinate the operations 
of the insurgent detachments. 

The provisional government in Radomir sent a 
wire to King Ferdinand, calling on him to abdicate. 
A special appeal was also issued, calling upon the in- 
surgent forces and the working people to fight against 
the king and the government. 

The number of insurgents rapidly swelled to 6,000. 
Bearing in mind the mass support it enjoyed among the 
population, this was a big force. 

On September 29 the Insurgent army set out 
through the Vladaya Gorge, southwest of Sofia, to- 
wards the capital. Its first operations were crowned 
with success. It captured a number of bridgeheads for 
an; all-out assajult on Sofia, but late in the even^ng 
stopped its advance, probably expecting the king to 
abdicate of his own free choice. 

The news about the insurrection which spread in 
the capital caused a veritable panic among the court 
md gov r ernment circles. Shaken by these events, on 
September 25 the Government decided to ask for an 
arfnistice from the Allies, so as to stave off the insur- 
rection. 

First it proclaimed a state of siege in Sofia and 
sent out troo'ps to block the road off the advancing 

i The communists were then known as Left-wing Socialists 
2 The Agrarian Union, Bulgaria's Peasant Party 
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insurgent a'rmy. Supported by a German division and 
profiting from'the halt of the insurgent forces, the 
government launched a counter-attack, and after 
overcoming the stubborn resistance of the insurgents, 
recaptured Pernik on October 1 and Radomir on 
October 2. The insurrection was thus quelled. 

There were many reasons why the Vladaya, or the 
Soldiers' Insurrection, as it is often called, failed, but 
the main ones are the following: 

Although the Party of Left-wing Socialists had 
done a good job in.unmasking the predatory, anti- 
popular nature of the war and in winning over the 
masses of workers and soldiers, it still iacked the 
experience of a Marxist-Leninist Party: it was not 
yet a party of a Leninist type and had made no 
military preparations for the insurrection. It was 
unable to give a correct political orientation to the 
uprising and proved unable to head and organize the 
struggle of the soldiers and the population. it laiied 
to give military leadership to the insurrection and, 
although the goals were clear, let it develop by and 
large spontaneously, unable to transform it into a 
well organized mass uprising. That is why it did not 
attain its final goal, but registered only a few tempo- 
rary successes: the conclusion of an armistice and the> 
abdication of King Ferdinand of Coburg-Gotha. 

Although the Vladaya Insurrection did not lead 
to the overthrow of the monarchy and the establishment 
of worker-peasant rule, it helped to spread the ideas^ 
of the October Revolution under whose influence it 
had broken out and was the first, though spontaneous,. 
attempt to turn the imperialist war into a civil war, 
to overthrow a bourgeois-monarchic regime and to 
establish democratic, republican rule. 

In its future activities; the Party of Left-wing: 
Socialists had to assess the positive as well as the 
negative sides in the organization and implementation 
of the insurrection. This is precisely what happened* 
in the preparation of the September 1923 Uprising, in 
which it set itself the strategic /task to overthrow the* 
fascist regime and to set up worker-peasant rule.' 
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Afier WorM War I the nation's agriculture and 
/Industry were iri dire straits; many< profiteers made 
their appearanee. The cost of living rose with -every 
passing day, Conditions were made, even worse by the 
enslaving stipulations of the peace treaty. Bulgaria 
was deprived of Southern Thrace with its outlet to the 
Aegean Sea and was made to pay large contributions: 
U had not only to supply the victorious nations with, 
much cattle and food, but also to support a large oc- 
cupation army. 

Ali this increased the dissatisfaction of the working 
people which they expressed at meetings, demonatra- 
tions and strikes, and sometimes led to open bloody 
clashes with the organs of the government. 

Defending the interests of workers and peasants, 
Ihe Left-wing Socialist Party rapidly grew m size and 
importance. Whereas on the eve of World War I it had 
only 103 cells and some 3,000 members, in March 1919 
ithese came up to 582 with a membership of 21,577. 
Only two months later, it already had a membership 
of 25,000, and by the end of 1919, more than 35,000. 
The Party of Left-wing Socialists thus became a party 
<of the Bulgarian proletariat and of the toiling peasants. 

The numerical growth of the Party coincided with 
Its ideological, organizational and tactical rearmament 
.along Leninist lines. It broke with the opportunists 
of the Second International, moved eloser to the 
Bolshevik Party and joined in in raising the slogan 
for the establishment of a Third Communist Inter- 
national. ' ( 

The October Revolution in Russia had a strong 
impacf on the ideological formation of the Bulgarian 
Workers' Social Democratic Party (left-wing So- 
cialists). The Bolshevik experience taught it that 
socialism could be attained only by way of a proleta- 
rian revolution and proletarian dictatorship, based on 
an alliance between the working class and the toiling 
peasants. 

Again under the influence of the October Revo- 
lution and of the Bolshevik Party headed by Lenin, 
at its 22nd Congress the Bulgarian Workers* Social 
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Democratic Party (Left-wing Soeialists) assumed the 
name of Bulgarian Communist Party, which. was 
reflected in its activity. as a whole, including its activ* 
ity for the setting up of an armed force of its own. 
But the bourgeoisie, on its pari, did not stay idle 
either. The growth of the communist movement and 
its intensified activity spread panic among the reac- 
tionaries. In the person of the communist movement 
they saw a real threat to their existence. The bour- 
geoisie therefore began to prepare for a showdown 
with the Communist Party, adopting fascist methods 
of work. This took place under the influence of the 
offensive of capital in the whole world, in particular 
of the Italian bourgeoisie, which had gone fascist. 

The fascist movement in Bulgaria was headed by 
representatives of big business and the court, who 
early in 1922 set up a fascist organization ealled "Na- 
roden Zgovor" (National Union). Its main support was 
the Military Gfficers* League within the army. 

The immediate task of this fascist organization 
was to unite all bourgeois parties into a singie bloc; 
with the aim of seizing power through a fascist coiip 
d'etat, It set out to win over the youth, the trade 
unions and other democratic orgamzations. In this 
set-up a revolutionary crisis came to a head. 

In 1921 the fascists organized provocations against 
the Bulgarian Communist Party by me'ans of armed 
groups and in 1922 they began to assurtie the offensive. 

At the end of 1922, relations between the Bulgarian 
Communist Party and the ruling party, the Bulgarian 
Agrarian Union, 1 * began to deteriorate. Early in 1923 
these relations turned into an overt fierce clash. Both 
parties were to blame for these unfortunate devel- 
opments: the Bulgarian Agrarian Union, because it 
was out to set up an independent peasant rule without 
the participation of the communists, and the Bulgarian 
Communist Party, because it misjudged the signif- 
icance of its alliance with the Agrarians, treated therrr 
on a par with the fascists. This misunderstanding of 
the role of the ally became manifes! diiring the pre- 
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* parations for and in the course of the September 
Uprising. 

On June 9, 1923 the fascists, relying on tne army,. 

s> staged a coup d'etat. The Agrarian Government was 

overthrown almost without any resistance and ' a* 
fascist governme.nt was set up under Alexander Tsan- 
kov, which ushered in a reign of terror against the 
Communist Party. 

The Communist Party had to take counter-meas- 
ures: to give military training to its members and to* 
undermine the royal bourgeois army. 

At an underground conference in May 1919, it had' 
elaborated a detailed military programme, in which 
the general strike and an armed uprising were set 
down as a necessary prerequisite for the triumph of 
the revolution. It thereupon instructed all its cells to 
set up militant and reconnaissance nuclei. In addition, 
all workers and poor peasants, the entire working" 
class and low-income sections of the population cap- 
able of wearing arms, were to be armed. 

In 1920 the, Central Committee of the Party set up a 
Supreme Military Revolutionary College, which was- 
entrusted with the task of the military preparation for 
an armed uprising. The Communist Party also started 1 
publishing a special newspaper, Narodna Armiya (Peo- 
ple's Army) for the purpose of increasing the theoretic- 
al knowledge. of its members. 

The fascist coup d'etat of June 9, 1923 gave risejo- 
a new revolutionary wave. Workers and peasants rose 
spontaneously in a number of regio ns between June 9* 
and 12. But there was no proper leadership, no unity 
of action between Agrarians and Communists, no clear- 
ly defined goals. The Party proclaimed itself. neutral, 
remained passive and failed to head the uprising. The 
situation was indeed revolutionary, there were forcea 
ready to fight, but there was no one to organize and 
Iead them. 

This unsuccessful attempt was yet another proof 
that fascism and capitalism could not be defeated with- 
out a solid alliance between workers and peasants 
and that the revolutionary masses must be headed by 
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a revolutionary party, capable of devising the strategy 
and tactics for the revolutionary struggle, 

Trhough unsuccessful, the uprising on June 9-12 
1 a i d solid foundations for the preparaticn and imple- 
mentation of the September Uprising. A iarge quantity 
of arms rejnaijiecj in the hands of the insurgents, much 
revolution.aiy experience was accumulated and a mi- 
litary allianee began to be forged between communists 
and, agrarians. The Party became more cautious and the 
•organization and preparation of the uprising were raised. 
t o a higher ideological and political level. But the defeat 
of the uprising had a nutnber of adyerse cqnsequences. 
Many communists and agrarians were arrested and 
killed, A press censorship was introdueed, public meet- 
ings of the opposition parties were banned and every 
progressive thought was ruthlessly persecuted. Under 
these circumstances, the Communist Party proceeded 
to organize the September Uprising with the aim of 
overthrowing the monarcho-fascist regime and of es- 
tablishing worker-peasant rule. 

A resolution to steer the Party towards an armed 
uprising was adopted at the sitting of its Central Com- 
mittee on August 5-7, 1923. The decision was taken 
to ; set up underground organizations among the sol- 
diers in the Sofia and other garrisons. These were set 
the task of organizing propaganda in the army, of pre- 
paring its members for military action and safeguard- 
ing the Party elubs. On the very eve of the uprising, 
at the instruetion of the Party, many young commu- 
nists entered the army as volunteers with the secret 
aim of getting armed and of persuading rhe soldiers 
to join the uprising. The arms needed for the uprising 
had to be procured in advance by taking them from the 
municipalities and military storehouses. 

A General Revolutionary Committee, headed by Geor- 
gi Dimitrov and Vassil Kolarov, was established to 
lead the uprising. It comprised severai sectors: one 
for military operations, another for mobilization and 
administration, a third for sanitation, a fourth for sup- 
plies, etc 

Realizing that a successful uprising required allies, 
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the Bulgarian Comrtiunist Party attempted to win over 
to its side the Bulgarian Agrarian Union, the Soeial 
Democratic Party, the Craftsmen's Union, the General 
Trade Unions, the co-operatives, Anarcho-Communists, 
in short, all who opposed fascism. The alliance was es- 
tablished under the slogan, put forward by Georgi Di- 
mitrov, o! a united front against fascism, of rallying 
and uniting all democratic forces against the onslaught 
of fascism. 

The uprising was to be preceded by nationwide strikes 
and demonstrations. These were to intensify the anti- 
fascist and revolutionary sentiments among the work- 
ing class, to aggravate relations between workers and 
employers with a view to creating a revolutionary set- 
up. On August 22, 1923, the Central Committee of the 
Party issued an appeal to the workers, poor citizens 
and peasants to combat the fascist gangs, sent from 
Sofia to the other towns in the country. Two days later, 
it sent to all Party committees and organizations a cir- 
cular letter in which the communists were called upon 
to put up resolute resistance against the fascist on- 
slaught. 

The organizing work for the preparation of the up- 
rising was in the hands of the Young Communist League. 
Conferences were held, the aims and purposes of 
the uprising were elucidated. and the main danger was 
pointed out. Everything was subordinated to the prepa- 
ration and successful implementation of the uprising. 

The Central Committee of the Party devoted great 
attention to the military preparation of the uprising. The 
military-technical committee called a conference at 
which the general plan of the uprising, later approved 
by the Central Committee, Avas detailed, The uprising 
was to break out simultaneously all over the country 
but, if for some unforeseen reasons it should break oui 
in certain districts before tbe set time, the neighbour- 
ing districts were to rush to their assistance, without 
waiting for special instruction. Aid for Sofia had also 
been provided, for the strong garrison in the capital 
could not possibly have been defeated without the sup- 
port of forces from other regions and especially from 

2. The Bulgarian Army y/ 



the neighbouring Vratsa district, where the communisi 
movement was the strongest and the uprising was besi 
prepared. 

On the basis of this plan, the district committees 
elaborated plans of their own, which provided for the 
forces, their armarnent and meihod of action. Detailed 
plans were made for the cutting off of railway lines, 
the blowing up of bridges and the interruption of tele- 
graph and telephone Communications. 

On September 20. 1923, a Plenary Session of the 
Central Committee was calied, which approved the plan 
of the uprising and an instruction to the local revolu- 
tionary committees. It contained detailed instructions 
on how the uprising should be carried out and on what 
should be done after the conquest of power. To preserve 
secrecy, the decision on the date of the uprising was 
sent out by couriers. The uprising was to start on the 
22nd of September at night. On the eve of the uprising 
the Party leaders left for the different places to direct 
it personally. Georgi Dimitrov, Vassil Kolarov and Gav- 
ril Genov left for Vratsa district which lies 130 km 
from the capital. 

As is obvious, unlike the Vladaya and June 1923 
uprisings, the September 1923 Uprising was meticul- 
ousiy prepared. The Party had taken into consideration 
the strength of the military organization of the fascist 
governrnent and the failures of the two preceding up- 
risings. From neutrality, it had to passovertoan active 
Leninist strategy and tactics, to get rid of its doc- 
trinaire and dogmatic approach to the pronlems of re- 
volutionary theory and practice and to come out of its 
opportunist passiveness. It was helped along this line 
chiefly by the Party Leaders Georgi Dimitrov and Vas- 
sil Kolarov. The open discussion which condemned 
the tactics of neutrality and passiveness and which de- 
manded that the Party should orient itself toward the 
masses also helped it, as without them the uprising 
could not be successful. 

The organization of the September Uprising and its 
preparation can best be seen in the district of Vratsa, 
where Gavril Genov was Secretary of the District Com- 
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mittee. He put all his energy into play. Possess'ing 
great talent and experience as organize r , he rallied 
around himself a phalanx of selfless revolutionaries 
and placed the whole district in revolutionary readiness. 
The work here was distributed as follows: the gen- 
eral leadership and preparation of the uprising in two 
counties (Berkovitsa and Ferdinand) was assumed by 
Gavril Genov, and in the remaining part of the district 
it was distributed among the members of the district 
committee: Ivan Kinov, Ivan Petrov, Hristo Mihailov 
and Zamfir Popov, A reserve committee had also been 
envisaged, which was to assume the leadership in case 
the members of the district committee were arrested. 
Under the leadership of Gavril Genov, many meetings 
and sittings were held at which the new Party line was 
explained and the questions connected with the pre- 
paration of the uprising and the setting up of a United 
Anti-fascist Front were specified. 

Along with the political preparations, the district 
committee carried out far-reaching military and techni- 
cal preparation, comprising a far-flung a^tivity among 
the army, work connected with the supply of weapons 
to the masses and the elaboration of a detailed plan 
for mobilizing the population, 

A 10-day term was set for the elaboration of the 
plan of the uprising in Vratsa district, after which it 
had to be presented to the Central Committee of the 
Party for approval. 

As mentioned above, a transfer of forces from Vrat- 
sa to Sofia was envisaged, to succour the capkah This 
was not accidental. The fact had been taken into consid- 
eration that in this region there were weapons which 
had been hidden from the control of the victor states 
in World War I, which. if found, would be a solid base 
for the armament of the insurgent forces throughout 
the country. 

Besides, this region made it possible for the forces 
set aside for Sofia to be transferred secretly and along 
several routes as well as to develop a mass partisan 
movement. 

On August 20 the plan was ready. It provided that 
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ihe uprising should start on X-day after midnight si- 
multaneously in the whole district, and that the county 
centres should be captured by dawn. If the strong 
military garrison in Vratsa was to put up stout resist- 
ance and to hold its positions, on the following night 
the insurgents ol the three counties of Ferdinand, Vrat- 
sa and Berkovitsa were to attack it. After the capture 
of Vratsa, the insurgents were set the task to advance 
towards Sofia. 

On the basis of the district plan, the plans for the 
counties were elaborated. They provided for specific 
actions aimed at the capture of the towns, and detailed 
the forces needed for this purpose. 

Along with the elaboration of the plans for the up- 
rising, a military organization supplied with arms was 
set up and much work was done inside the army and 
the inteliigence services to find out the intentipns of 
the enemy. 

The military revolutionary organization was built 
up as an underground organization on the territorial 
principle, by towns, villages, hamlets and wards. 

The smallest unit of the military organization was 
the ten-men 'group' equal to an army section, Next 
came the combat group, which compriscd several ten-men 
groups and was roughly equal to one or two platoons. 
Such was the military organization dunng the first 
stage. Later on, larger military units, such as battalions 
and regiments began to be formed. The establishment 
of six regiments was envisaged in Vratsa district, each 
one consisting of three detachments. Officers and non- 
coms of the reserve, communists and agrarians with a 
good military training, were appointed as commanders 
of the ten-men groups, combat groups, battalions, de- 
tachments and regiments. Most ofthem were World 
War I veterans and experienced soldiers. 

Next in importance was the problem of armaments. 
On the one hand, all available weapons had to be kept 
hidden in a safe place and, on the other, new weapons 
had to be looked for. Ali barns, trunks, atticks were 
searched and military storehouses were attacked. As 
a result of steadfast work, on the eve of the uprising 
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the militan/ organization in Vratsa distnet had 700 rif- 
les, 2 machine guns, 100 pistols, 40 to 50 granades and 
several thousand eartridges at its dsposal. 
r The Vratsa district committee developed a lively 

activity also among the army. Links were established 
with many officers of the reserve who had been called 
to serve in the barracks. A great number of Komsomol 
members had been sent to serve as volunteers in the 
army, The organization of the uprising was in full 
swing. Individual companies were ready to pass over 
to the side of the risen working people as soon as the 
uprising broke out.* 

The reconnaissance in the district was also well-or- 
ganized. From many places there came signals that the 
fascist government was gomg to undertake mass ar- 
rests of~comrpunists and agrarians on September 12. 
The district committee thereupon- issued instructions 
to all snspected communists to pass underground. But 
in spite of this, some 100 persons in the district were 
arrested and contact with Sofia was broken, Owing to 
treachery, the enemy learnt not only the day fixed for 
the outbreak of the uprising, but also tfcc place where 
the General Revolutionary Committee was to have its 
headquarters. On September 22 the fascists started a 
series of mass arrests. The leaders of the uprising, 
Georgi Dimitrov and Vassil Kolarov, were exposed to 
great risks and it was only by a miracle that they 
saved themselves. 

The September 1923 Uprising did not start simulta- 
neously throughout the eountry. In one region it broke 
out earlier and in other regions, later. On September 
23 it was in full swing, assuming a mass character in 
the districts of Vratsa and Stara Zagora. In the assault 
on Stara Zagora, the district centre, 523 insurgents took 
part, in that on Chirpan — 200. In Vratsa district, 
where the uprising assumed the greatest proportions, 

* there were 172 Party organizations with 3,929 members. 
The district organization of the Kornsomol had a 
membership of 1,795, the trade union sections — 642, 
and the women's groups — 178. 

* On September 23 the county town of Ferdinand 
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(now Mihailovgrad) in Vratsa district was the first 
to fail info the hands of the insurgents. Worker-peasant 
rule was set up in the town. This was the first major 
victory of the insurgents. However, the same day in 
the afternoon, the town was recaptured by an infantry 
battalion of the Vratsa garrison, which had arrived 
by railway, Thereupon, the leaders of the uprising 
directed towards the town a battalion of 750 insurgents 
called Lopoushanska Battalion, commanded by Lieu- 
tenant Georgi Damyanov, Party leader of the Lo- 
poushanski region. Its attack proved irresistible. The 
resistance of the Vratsa infantry battalion was 
broken. The insurgents recaptured the town named 
after King Ferdinand, where in a short time they 
mobilized some 10,000 men. Thanks to its good orga- 
nization, the uprising encompassed hundreds of vil- 
lages. Seven county towns were captured and 35 major 
battles were fought. 

But the uprising failed and was drowned in blood, 
Thousands of men, women and children were killed, 
shot or hanged. The river bed of the Ogosta River, 
flowing through the town of Ferdinand, was full of dead 
bodies. Hundreds of graves without eross or name 
appeared. Thousands of women began to wear black 
headkerchiefs and towns and villages were full of 
orphans. More than 15,000 people were thrown into 
prison. 

Although it failed, the uprising showed what 
people are capable of when they fight for freedom and 
have a strong revolutionary party. It showed that 
when there is a good organization, when the masses 
are properly led and have an efficient leadership., they 
can overthrow the bourgeoisie and establish a worker- 
peasant government, a proletarian dictatorship of 
their own. Although the risen people failed to retain 
power, the impact of the uprising was considerab'e 
and the lessons it taught invaluable. The Bulgarian * 
Communist Party acquired great experience in organ- 
izing and leading the revolutionary struggle, especial- 
ly in the setting up of a worker-peasant army of their k 
own, without which the success of an uprising is 
inconceivable. 
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The September Uprising laid the foundations of 
the Bulgarian Worker-Peasant Army. Some called it 
"red", others "revolutionary", still others "worker- 
peasant revolutionary army". But in spite of these 
different n a mes, it was the same in character, an army 
of revolutionary workers and peasants. September 23, 
1923, the day on which the September Uprising broke 
out and the revolutionary detachments and battalions 
inflicted the most serlous defeat on the well equipped 
and armed government forces, is considered as the 
birthday of the Bulgarian People's Army. 

The organizational structure of the revolutionary 
army was to a certain extent borrowed from the royal 
army. It consisted of sections, platoons, companies 
and battalions; detachments were also introduced. 
The infantry constituted the foundation of the insur- 
gent army. Artillery and cavalry played a minor role. 

The feeding and clothing of the insurgents was one 
of the greatest concerns of the Party, because they had no 
organized rear nor organs in the rear. But a way out 
was found. The revolutionary committees, which repre- 
sented the organs of government. imposed a tax on 
the population payable in goods and products. The 
needs of the People's Army were thus satisfied. 

Born in the flam^s of the September Uprising, the 
new insurgent army had all the features of a peoDle's 
revolutionary army. Its ranks were joined by workers, 
peasants and many representatives of the progressive 
intelligentsia. In everv battalion there was a prole- 
tarian nucleus. Some 70 per cent were peasants. From 
a political viewpoint, too, the army was popular: it 
united communists, Komsomol members, agrarians, 
non-afiiliated anti-fascists and an insignificant number 
of anarchists, radicals and riorht-wiug socialists. From 
a national viewpoint, it included not only Bulgarians 
but also Turks, Jews and Armenians. In other words, 
it was an embodiment of the united anti-fascist front 
of the working people from town and village and of 
its unbreakable backbone, the worker-peasant alliance. 
Although the ranks of the insurgent army were joined 
by people who were members of different parties, the 
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leading roie belonged to the Bulgarian Communist 
Party (Left-wing Socialists). U implemented this role 
through the commanders of the insurgent units, most 
of whom were communists. 

The insurgent army was not small. We can judge 
about its size by the number of battalions and detach- 
ments in Northwestern Bulgaria, where 13 battalions 
and 42 detachments were organized. Every detachment 
comprised 200 to 300 men. 

The commanders of the insurgent units were men 
versed in military matters. Most of them had had some 
military training, The soldiers, having passed through 
the barracks or taken part in World War I, had a lot 
of battle experienee. 

The marmer in which the insurgent army was re- 
cruited was also an eloquent proof of its popular 
character. At first it was recruited from among vo- 
lunteers, but later men were mobjlized. The Party and 
its revolutionary committees carried out a mobilization 
in the true sense of the word. Not only men were 
recruited, but also horses, carts, oxen, products. 

The insurgent army had also its medlcal organs 
and establishments. At many places hospitals were 
opened for the treatment of wounded insurgents and 
the doctors were proclaimed as mobilized. 

We can judge about the character of the insurgent 
army from its discipline which was based on revolu- 
tionary conseiousness. Not coercion, but high poli- 
tical conseiousness inspired the insurgents to carry 
out the orders of their commanders and the Party's 
direetives. 

The unsuccessful end of the September Uprising 
was the third successive battle lost by the Party in the 
struggle against the class enemy. 

Although insurgents continued to be active as late 
as 1925 in certain parts of the country, the battle with 
the enemy was lost. An ebb set in among the Party 
ranks, an ebb from the revolution. The opportunist 
elements, who had opposed armed struggle and hence 
the uprising, took advantage of this setback for their 
own ends. They subjected the Bolshevik nueleus of the 
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Party to demagogical criticism and tried to discredit 
it among all strata of the working peopie. Thus, a 
sectarian line was imposed on the Party and it became 
iso'ated from the masses. 

The leaders of the Communis't Party, Georgi Di- 
mitrov and Vassil Kolarov, with the aid of the Cornin- 
tern, drew far-reaching conclusions. They bared the 
real reasons for the failure of the first anti-fascist 
uprising in the world in September 1923 and for the 
loss of the insurgent army as an armed force of the 
Party. And to reveal these reasons rneant to see the 
real weaknesses and shortcomings in the organization 
and leadership of the revolutionary struggle, to see 
the mistakes made by the Party both in the pre- 
paration and in the impiementation of the uprising, 
Without such an analysis and finding of the mistakes, 
success in the further revolutionary struggle would 
have been inconceivable. 

Many of the causes of the defeat of the September 
Uprising were repeated. Some of them were the same 
as in the two preceding uprisings: absence. of uniform 
leadership, insufficient preparation, lack of proper 
coordination of operations, non-coordinated outbreak 
of the uprising, unstable worker-peasant alliance, 
opportunist views of some Party members in Sofia and 
m the provinces, and inadequate work within the army, 
both prior to and d uring the uprising. Although theoret- 
ically all were aware of the need of an armed force 
led by the Party, in practiee its significance was un- 
derestimated. The defeat of the September Uprising 
showed that the Party had failed to draw proper con- 
clusions from the defeat of the Vladaya and June 
Uprisings, that it had not become fully Bolshevik in 
character and had failed to master the strategy and 
tactics of the revolutionary fight, as well as to become 
a general staff of the proletariat in its struggle against 
fascism. 

The main force which the fascist government used 
in crushing the uprising was the army. Had it been 
neutralized and won over, the uprising would have 
succeeded, 
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These defects were taken into account by the Party 
in its further revolutionary activity and in its prepara- 
tions for the September 1944 Uprising, which had 
set itself the task of routing fascism and setting up 
a people's democratic government. 

The September 1923 Uprising shook the capitalist 
system in Bulgaria. Despite the temporary ebb from 
the Party and the revolution and the fruitless search 
for new forms of work, it did manage to draw the basic 
conelusions, overcame the crisis and by the beginning 
of World War II came out with a clearly defined Le- 
ninist course. 

"We consider the anti-fascist people's upris'ing in 
September 1923, which was organized and headed by 
the Bulgarian Communist Party, as a turning point 
in the development of the Party from Left-wing Social- 
ism to Bolshevism," Georgi Dimitrov said- at the 
Fifth Party Congress. 

The September 1923 Uprising was a valuable les- 
son for the Party in its activity throughout the period 
of 1923-41. It rid itself of sectarianism and entered 
the mass organizations, skilfully combining legal with 
underground methods of work. Ali anti-fascist forces 
were enlisted in the fight against fascism. A united 
anti-fascist front was set up. Mass strikes, demon- 
strations and street protests became permanent forms 
of work. The Party penetrated the masses and struck 
deep roots among them. It devoted special attention 
to its work in the army, with a view to winning it 
over. An important role along this line was played 
by the Party cells set up in the army. 

2. NATIONAL LIBERATION INSURGENT ARJVIY 

A turning point for the Bulgarian Communist 
Party and the whole Bulgarian people was the heinous 
attack of nazi Germany against the Soviet Union in 
1941. From a struggle by peaceful means, the Party 
switched over to an armed struggle. When the first 
socialist country of the proletariat, the USSR, was in 
danger, it was the duty of all men in the world to rise 
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iri its defence. For the communists there existed no 
alternative but to fight against fascism, arms in hand. 

There was no alternative for the Bulgarian Com- 
munist Party, nor for the Bulgarian communis'ts either. 
Having prepared itself in the course of many years 
for a revolution, the Communist Party could not but 
proclairn its solidarity with the Communist Party of 
the Soviet Union and the Soviet peoples, and lead the 
Bulgarian working people in an open fight against 
fascism, On the very same day (June 22, 1941) on 
which nazi Germany started its open aggression 
against the Soviet Union, the Bulgarian Communist 
Party issued an appeal in which it explained its stand 
with respect to the confiict. After condemning the 
German act of aggression, it called upon the Bulga- 
rian people not to render any assistance to the Ger- 
man army and not to let Bulgaria be dragged into the 
war on the side of nazi Germany. 

"Not a grain of Bulgarian wheat, not a piece of 
Bulgarian bread to the German nazis and marauders! 
Not a single Bulgarian in their service! Not a single 
soldier on the Eastern Front!" the appeal read. 

Only two days later, on June 24, the Politburo of 
the Central Committee of the Bulgarian Communist 
Party took the decision to start preparing the Bulga- 
rian people for an armed struggle against the nazi 
occupiers and the Bulgarian monarcho fascists, with 
a view to overthrowing the fascist government and 
establishing people's democratic ruie in Bulgaria. For 
the implementation of this task. a Central Military 
Committee was created at the Party's Central Com- 
mittee. Military committees were also set up at the 
district Party committees, 

The general task set by the Politburo was thus 
specified: to organize combat groups for the sabotage 
of nazi Communications, agricultural and industrial 
production and for attacking German military targets 
and military units, and for the destruction of finished 
products destined for the German army; to step up 
the work within the army and rally all democratic 
forces in the country into a broad anti-fascist front. 
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The Party proceeded to the implementation oi these 
tasks, fully aware of the great difficulties that arose 
not only from the struggle itself, but also from the 
fact that nazi occupiers against whom this struggle 
was to be waged, had entered Bulgaria not by force, 
but as "allies", at the invitation of the Bulgarian 
fascist government. 

While the Yugoslav and Greek partisans fought 
against the German army which had occupied them by 
force, the Bulgarian partisans had to fight against the 
Bulgarian forces. It sometimes happened that from one 
family the eider brother was a partisan and the young- 
er — a soldier of the royal armv. Thus, the Bulanan 
bourgeoisie caused brother to fight against brother and 
father against son. 

The police undertook terror actions against the 
honest people who voiced their protest against the 
nazi occupation and the transformation of the army into 
a gendarme. Many patriots were arrestcd and thrown 
into prisons and eoncentration camps without a trial. 
Others were brought to trumped-up court trials, accused 
of having been traitors to their countrv. 

The fascist government had at lts disposal a large 
police force and gendarmerie. It relied on them with 
greater assurance than on the army. There were many 
young people in the army who had a progressive Out- 
look, officers of the reserve who had been mobilized 
untiJ the end of the war and who served against their 
will and showed no eagerness or diligence in their serv- 
ice. Many of them did not share the political views of 
the fascist government. Sti II, the army as a whole was a 
tool in the hands of the king and was used for the at- 
tainment of the goals which the Bulgarian bourgeoisie 
had set to it. How far the army would co-operate for the 
attainment of these goals depended in large measure 
upon the work which the Party would be able to do 
within its ranks. 

The first touchstone along this line was the slogan 
raised by the Party: "Not a single Bulgarian soldier on 
the Eastern Front!" Not to allow the Bulgarian army to 
take part in the war against the Soviet Union consti- 
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tuted the core of all the explanatory work within the 
army, both in the barracks and outside them. This was 
how the work of the Party aimed at disintegrating the 
army and at winning it over to the side of the people 
and against faseism started. 

To safeguard its cadres against pogroms, the Cen- 
tral Committee issued instructions that ali members of 
the district and county eommittees and aii members 
of the Party and of the Young Workers' League threat- 
ened with arrest should go into hiding, supplying 
themselves with weapons and continuing the fight in 
underground conditions. These instructions were car- 
ried out by hundreds of comrnunists and Youth Workers 
League members. In the summer of 1941, the beginning 
of the partisan movement was laid and the first stage 
of its development began. 

The first partisan detachments appeared in the 
neighbourhood of the following inhabited places: Batak, 
Chepelare, Doupnitsa (now Stanke Diniitrov), Karlovo, 
Sevlievo and Gabrovo. They were small in size and 
poorly armed, but were daring in their actions. P-aral- 
lel with the partisan movement, combat groups began 
also to spring in towns and in rural areas. Their aim 
was to perform sabotage actions and to keep the rear 
of the nazi army in constant insecurity. 

In July and August 1941 the fighting groups in 
Sofia carried out 30 sabotage actions. Owing to the 
frequent sabotage actions, the transport of goods and 
foodstuffs along the railway lines and roads to the nazi 
forces became insecure. Sabotage actions were organiz- 
ed also in industry and in agriculture. By damaging 
and breaking factory machines, by slow work and fre- 
quent absences from work, by a general loosening of 
labour discipline, production in individual industrial 
enterprises dropped as much as 40 to 50 per cent. The 
peasants, on their part, hid aw T ay their produce and 
spoiled the quality of the goods that were to go to the 
Germans. The dissatisfaction against the policy of the 
Bulgarian bourgeoisie spread also among the mobilized 
soldiers and officers who were sent to our southeastern 
frontier. Disturbance broke out in the llth and 29th 
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Infantry Reglments of the 3rd Balkan Division. The 
soldiers raised slogans for demobilization and return 
to their homes and protested against Bulgaria being 
dragged into the war on the side of nazi Germany. 
Mass anti-military unrest developed also in some units 
of the 10th Infantry Division. These manifestations 
were all positive, but they did not yet mean that the 
army had disintegrated and been won over to the Party's 
cause. Work on a large scale and of long duration was 
needed for the solution of this task. The difficulty was 
also increased by the fact that the Soviet army was 
not only far away from Bulgaria's fronrers, but until 
;he end of 1942 was itself forced to retreat. 

The setting up of underground soldiers' Party organ- 
izations was a task of prime importance for the Party 
Committees in whose inhabited places there were mili- 
tary units. With the aid of these organizations, the 
Party did all the explanatory work against the nazi 
occupation and the mercenary policy of the Bulgarian 
government. The communists who worked in the army 
had the task to gather information about the disposition 
of the military units, their movement, the location of 
storehouses containing arms and ammunition, the con- 
dition of the troops guarding the different military 
storehouses, to perform sabotage actions and, whenever 
they fell under suspicion, to take their arms and join 
the partisans. One of their main tasks was to organize 
the removal of arms, whieh was needed both by the 
partisan detachments and by the Party and Komsomol 
functionaries who were doing political and organizing 
work in the towns. 

In 1942 the Party had contacts with many garrisons 
in the country, Underground soldiers' organizations 
had been set up in many military units. How active 
they were can be seen from the fact that conspiracies 
in as many as 81 military units were discovered in 1942. 
These constituted nearly one third of the whole army. 

Through its underground groups and organizations, 
the Party explained the goals of the partisan struggle 
and its just character, insisting that the Soviet army 
was going to defeat the nazi invaders and that after 
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the liberation of the Soviet lands, the liberation of the 
Bulgarian people would also come. The diseovered 
underground organizations and groups were but an 
insignificant part of a wide network which the Party 
organized in the years of 1940-44. The scope of the 
underground activities developed by the Communist 
Party within the army can be seen from an intelligence 
report of Army Headquarters of August 28, 1942, in 
which, aniong other thing, we read: "The onslaught of 
communism against the army is universal, persistent 
and well-organized. Making an effective use of the 
cadres of the Young Workers' League, it has penetrated 
all military units, administrations and institutions 
without exception." 

The entire activity of the Bulgarian Communist 
Party, both in the barraeks and outside, was performed 
under the banner o? the Fatherland Front. The idea and 
initiative for the setting up of this mass political organ- 
ization, which united all anti-fascist farces in the 
country, belonged to the leader of the Bulgarian Com- 
munist Party, Georgi Dimitrov, He personally elabo- 
rated the programme of the Fatherland Front which was 
announced over the Hristo Botev radio station situated 
in Soviet territory on July 17, 1942. 

The programme of the Fatherland Front explained 
that the policy which was pursued by the royal govern- 
ment constituted a national danger for Bulgaria and 
that it was pushing the country to the brink of the 
abyss. It was pointed out iri the said programme that 
the supreme duty of the Bulgarian people, of their army 
and intelligentsia, was to rally around the banner of 
the Fatherland Front and save Bulgaria. 

The implementation of the programme of the Fa- 
therland Front was considered by the Bulgarian Com- 
munist Party an inevitable and decisive stage for the 
country's further development towards far-reaching poli- 
tical, economic and social changes. 

The fascist government and its police had great 
experience in the fight against the Party. They were 
learning from the Gestapo and had earned a high 
reputation as zealous defenders of the interests of the 
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reactionary Bulgarian bourgeoisie. While the nazi 
army was advancing, the Bulgarian reactionaries and 
police displayed an aggressive spirit; this was also true 
of the reactionary offieers in the army. 

But when the Soviet army started its counter-offen- 
sive, and especiaiiy after the capture of the 330,000-men 
strong German army at Stalingrad, a turning point set 
in. The partisans were gripped with enthusiasm. A 
revolutionary wave swept the nation and the revolu- 
tionary forees picked up momentum. New detachments 
made their appearance, and the existing ones increased 
in numfaer. The partisan movernent assumend larger 
proportions and attained a higher stage. This second 
stage embraced the time from the month of April 1943 
to May 1944 and was eharacterized by the fact that the 
partisan movernent went over from defensive actions to 
the offensive, that the individual detachments united 
into a nalional-liberation army with its own general 
staff. 

The activation and spread of the partisan movernent 
among the masses went hand in hand with an intensifi- 
cation of all sectors of Party work, 

In August 1943 the National Ccmmittee of the Fa- 
therland Front was founded. It was joined by represen- 
tatives of the Bulgarian Communist Party, the Bulga- 
rian Agrarian Union, the Social Democratic Party and 
the Zveno political circle. Following the example of the 
National Committee, Fatherland Front committees were 
set up throughout the country. On the eve of the upris- 
ing, in September 1944, there were some 670 Fatherland 
Front committees with a total of 3,637 members — all 
stalwart anti-fascists. 

The Bulgarian Communist Party, the only party 
which firmly and consistently fought for the interests 
of the working people and which never abandoned its 
post, was the organizer, leader and inspirer of the 
Fatherland Front. 

On Georgi Dimitrov's instruction, in the spring of 

1943 the National Liberation Insurgent Armv establish- 
ed its General Staff. The country was divided into 12 
insurgent zones. This made it possible for the opera- 
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m tions of all units to be directed from one centre, and for 

this centre to implement the decisions of the Bulgarian 
Communist Party in the insurgent zones. In the zones 
there were brigades, detachments, battalions and regi- 

* ments. A brigade comprised two or three battalions, a 

battalion two or three companies, and a company, 
several platoons. Each of these units (including the bat- 
talion) had a commander, a commissar, a deputy com- 
missar, a chief of staff and a quartermaster. The de- 
puty commissar was usnally also the Party secretary. 
In every fighting unit there was a Party and a Kom- 
sornol organization. The best soldiers, who had shown 
ability in the battles against the enemy, were elected 
as rnembers of these organizations. 

Each zone had a commander, a political commissar, 
a chief of staff and instructors. The commander and the 
chief of staff spent most of their time with the detach- 
ments. They took part in organizing the military units, 
in planning the military operations and in coordinating 
their operations with those of other partisan units. 
Whenever they were unable to be present in person, they 
sent their instructors, who communicated the instruc- 
tions of the commanders of the zone. The staff of the 
zone elaborated the general plan of the military and 
political operations. The brigades and detachments with- 
in its territory drew up their plans on the basis of this 
plan. 

Newspapers were published in most of the zones. 
They contained political articles, information about the 
situation on the fronts and reported on skilfully per- 
formed actions of the partisans. 

The General Staff of the National Liberation Army 
was headed by men with considerable revolutionary 
experience: Emil Markov, Hristo Mihailov, VladoTrich- 
kov, and others. They directed the operations through 
instructors but often went in person to the partisan 

, detachments. In the second stage, the partisan struggle 

assumed a more organized charaeter. Minor operations 
of small detachments were replaced by major actions. 
Coordination on a national scale was also improved. 

« Many combat units were switehed to other regions to 
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take part in actions in conjunction with other fighting 
units. 

The activation and spread of the partisan movement 
among the masses threw the government and the whole 
bourgeoisie into a state of alarm. Persons suspected of 
helping the partisans were arrested and shot. Many 
houses of partisans and helpers were burned down and 
their families interned in distant regions. The police 
offered great bribes for betrayal. Big awards were given 
to.those who killed or caught a partisan, 

While in the beginning the police, gendarmerie and 
the specially formed counter-partisan posses were used 
mainly in fighting the anti-fascists, later on, and espe- 
cially in the first months of 1944, the government threw 
also the regular army into the fight. Its aim was to 
make the offieers also stain their hands with biood, to 
get the soldiers involved morally and poiitieally and 
thus to lend a mass character to the fight against the 
partisan movement. 

Discerning the serious threat to his rear in Bulgaria, 
Hitler ordered the Bulgarian fascist command to elab- 
orate a detailed plan for the wiping out of the partisan 
movement. This plan provided for large scale actions 
aimed at surrounding the partisan detachments, at dis- 
rupting their connections with their supply bases and 
the people and at annihilating ihem. 

In the spring of 1944 a campaign was launched in 
the Sredna Gora Mountains against the partisans with 
an army of 20,000 soldiers, gendarmes and police force 
members. At the same time in the Trun region two big 
campaigns were carried out, in March and in May, in 
which nearly 50,000 took part, and in all about 100,000 
men — soldiers, gendarmerie and police — were thrown 
against the partisan movement. The campaigns were 
most carefully and thoroughly prepared and organized. 
Aviation, artillery, mine-throwers were used and in the 
plains also tanks. But in spite of all, the results of these 
campaigns were insignificant. This was due, on the one 
hand, to the exceptional manoeuvrebility and agility of 
the partisan units and, on the other, to the great sup- 
port of the population, including the soldiers, who in 
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mariy cases shot in the air and did not put ariy serious 
efforts into the battles with the partisans. In the begin- 
ning ihc partisans, when encountering army units, tried 
to win them over rather than to fight them. These tac- 
tics often led to unwarranted losses, Experience taugh! 
them to change their tacties. They began to enter into 
open battle with the soldiers, inflieting on them heavy 
biows that brought them to their senses, and in their 
majority they began to realize that the partisans were 
strong ancl that it was senseless to fight them. 

Of great significance for the success of the partisans 
were also their flexible and diversified tacties: sudden 
attaeks, avoidance of clashes with a superior enemy, 
wide application of the system of ambushes. The foree 
of the partisans, the armed fist of the Party, consisted 
in the first pJaee in their strong llnks with the people. 
Practice showed that detachments, which used dug-outs 
and maintained only occasional contaet with the po- 
pulation, were easily discovered, surrounded by the 
enemy and annihilated, or sustained severe losses, while 
detachments that were constantly in touch with the peo- 
ple and had taken their position among them, throve, 
increased in number and their prestige grew. Contaet 
with the people, the steady links with the population, 
enabled the partisans to be always well-informed about 
the intentions of the enemy. 

The campaigns of partisans should never be iso- 
lated from the people. That is why it is necessary for them 
always to consult the people, especially so when it is a 
question of punishing a man whom the people know. 
Without Consulting the people, great political errors 
may be committed, i. e. the people may not approve of 
what the partisans are doing and this may lead to a 
rift between the population and its armed foree. Con- 
stant contaet created conditions for such consultations. 

The Bulgarian peasants rendered substantial sup- 
port to the partisans, not only by supplying them with 
food and shelter. The people purposely exaggerated 
tenfold the numerical composition and armament of the 
partisans when asked by the police. Thus, in the eyes 
of the enemy, the detachments were presented as being 
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many times larger and stronger and this exercised a 
highly demoralizing effect on the police and army that 
had to tackie the partisans. 

But sometirnes the police, too, exaggerated the num- 
her and ammunition of the partisans. It did this when- 
ever it failed to cope with them and was looking for an 
excuse. Thus, according to the blown-up reports of the 
police, many partisan detachrnents had cavalry, artillery 
and mine-throwers. 

A big problem for the partisans was how to get hold 
of arms. Self-supply was insufficient to meet the ever 
growing need for arms, especially in the spring and 
summer of 1944, when the Party mobilized its members, 
the members of the Youth League and the Fatherland 
Front. To procure arms from the enemy was not always 
possible. The enemy was strong, well-armed and vigi- 
lant. The only thing on which the Bulgarian partisans 
could pin its hopes was the Soviet army. But the latter 
was still far away. It was only when it approached our 
boundaries and contacts were established that some 
detachrnents received larger quantities of arms. 

Mobilization was irnplemented in the real and fuli- 
est meaning of the word. Call-up orders were delivered 
(written and oral) with fixed dates, and hundreds of 
yoimg men. girls and grown-ups joined the detachrnents. 
About the scale and the speed of the mobilization we 
ean judge from the fact that the detachment headed by 
the author increased from 120 in February 1944 to 700 
in May. This made it possible to form two brigades, 
each of which had 320 to 350 soldiers. 

Nuturally, the movement of such large units was 
harder, but that is why they were strong and capable 
of engaging in battles. 

The partisan units had their rear organs, but did not 
have any permanent supply bases. They got their sup- 
plies directly from the population. without paying for 
what they received. When they had to buy something 
and had no rnoney, they contracted loans from richer 
people. 

Activity was the salient feature of many partisan 
units. The military operations were always combined 
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with political ones. The belter the population was 
acquainted with the political setup and the develop- 
ments, the more active was its help in the fight. The 
activity of the partisans confused the enemy. 

The Central Committee of the Party and the Gen- 
eral Staff of the National Liberation Army required that 
the detachments and brigades be constantly on the go. 
The detachments which were active from the very start 
and punished the enemies of the people, surprised the 
fascists, and their casualties were far lower than in 
those regions where the partisan movement was pas- 
sive. 

The partisans' activity was always combined with 
high mobility. When the detachments kept moving from 
one region to anothcr, the enemy found it difficult to 
discover and pursue thern. And vice versa, the staying 
of the partisan units at one place for a longer time 
facilitated Ihe police in discovering their traces and in 
their pursuit. 

The partisan detachments did a tremendous amount 
of political work. They explained the Party policy and 
its attitude towards major events, the aim of the fight 
and the difficulties involved, as well as the prospects 
awaiting the people, Many detachments and brigades 
had a printing press or a machine for mimeographing 
cooies, on which they prinfed leaflets, bulletins and 
other ma+erial. This propaganda played an important 
role in winning over the broadest strata of the popula- 
tion and in their revolutionization. 

The winter rnonths constituted a serious problem 
for the partisans, not only because movement was more 
difficult, but also because their stationing in viPages 
involved great risks. This made it necessary for many 
detachments to break ud into small groups, because 
they erroneouslv assumed that t.hus thev would be bet- 
ter able to preserve their forces, so as to continue their 
activities in spring, when the weather would be milder. 
This misconception led to dire eonseauences, because 
the breaking ud info groups weakened the fighting ca- 
pacity of the detachment and made it vulnerable. 

The partisan movement in Bulgaria was directed 
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by the Bulgarian Comniunist Party, through the vital 
links of the partisan units with the Party committees 
as well as through the presence of members of the Bul- 
garian Communist Party and of its district committees 
in the units. In connexion with major events, the Cen- 
tral Committee and the district committees came for- 
ward with appeals, circular letters and special bulle- 
tins, in which a military and political assessment was 
made of every new situation, and the tasks arising 
from it were set to the units. 

At the same time, the Party organ. Raboinichesko 
Delo, appeared, elucidating the Party's political course, 
popularizing the partisan movement pointing out the 
most valuable experiences and directing the fight. 

Georgi Dimitrov, with his directives, instructions 
and speechcs which were published underground or 
broadcast over the Hristo Botev Radio Station, played 
a very important role in the setting up and development 
of the partisan movement. Following developments 
closely, he evaluated them promptly, correctly directed 
the activity of the Party and the General Staff and help- 
ed them avoid mistakes. This leadership was constant, 
day-to-day. Georgi Dimitrov was a man possessed of a 
very sharp mind, a colossal revolutionary experience 
and capable of seeing far into the future. The Bulga- 
rian Communist Party was proud to have such a leader. 

In the spring of 1944 the Soviet army approached the 
Bulgarian frontiers. Initiative had passed over into 
Soviet hands. The various military operations broughf 
about the liberation of vast territories of Soviet land 
and frustrated all plans of the nazis to resume their of- 
fensive. These successes of the Soviet army still further 
fanned the enthusiasm of the working people and 
galvanized the partisan movement, raising it to a new. 
higher stage. This third stage extended from May to 
August 1944, and was characterized by an attempt to 
create a free territory as a result of strong vacillations 
in the royal army, by the passing over of entire mili- 
tary units to the side of the partisans and by the pro- 
found conviction of the people that fascism was being 
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wiped out and that they would take the destinies of 
Bulgaria into their own hands. 
^ In the spring and summer of 1944, the National 

Liberation Army became a substantial military foree. 
By that time in the Sofia insurgent operative zone alone 
four brigades and efght detachments were in operation, 
and in the whole country — 11 partisan brigades, 37 
detachments, individual cotnpanies and hundreds of 
combat groups. Every detachment consisted of 50 to 
700 men. In general, in 1943-44 the brigades and detach- 
ments comprised more than 30,000 men, supported by 
more than 200,000 collaborators. 

Following the instrtietions of Georgi Dimitrov, the 
Bulgarian Communist Party set up a nation-wide in- 
ternal front against. the nazis. According to official data 
of the military fascist reconnaissance, in 1943 alone the 
partisan units and combat groups in Bulgaria made 
1,606 attacks, diversions and sabotage actions. In 
October and November 1943. these actions came up to 
554, and in June 1944 to 415. 

The setting up of large partisan units and the great 
concentration of forces for the annihilation of the par- 
tisan units imposed new tactics on the partisan move- 
ment. The regions and zones ceased to be a barrier to 
the great manoeuvres of the National Liberation Army. 
Everything was now subordinated to the task of creat- 
ing a liberated zone, a far-reaching mobilization of the 
population and the preparation of the decisive blow 
against the fascist regirne. 

Initially a "liberated zone" meant a zone in which 
partisan units stayed for some time. Latei tliis meant 
a zone in which the partisan units were able to stay for 
a loneer time and to establish organs of people's rute. 
In a "liberated zone" the partisans did political. organ- 
el izing and mobilizing work. They performed tactical 
drills with or without shooting, held meetings, recruit- 
ed partisans, changed the administrative organs bv 
replacing them with new ones who took care of the 
• partisans' food supply. This is how the organs of the 
."people's government .began to come into being and how 
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the National Liberation Army, the forerunner of the 
Bulgarian People's Army, began to assume shape. 

Besides the organization, training and military oper- 
ations, the military oath and the fighting banners 
were two factors that lent the partisan units the aspect 
of a regular army. Almost all partisan units had their 
banners — red and tricolour. Emblems, initials and 
texts were depicted on the banners. Most typical among 
the emblems were the hammer and sickle and the five- 
pointed star, and most typical among the texts: "Fa- 
therland Front", "Death to Fascism, Freedom for the 
People!" and the name of the partisan unit. The most 
courageous partisans were chosen as standard-bearers, 
most often young men and girls who would never aban- 
don the banner or ailow it to fail into the hands of the 
enemy. With the banner, the partisans marched into 
battle, because it had an inspiring effect, especially 
when unfurled by the standard-bearer who swayed it 
and marched forward. 

The partisans gave an oath, like the soldiers in the 
barracks. The taking of the oath was ceremoniously 
performed with the corresponding mobilizing and in- 
spiring ritual. A beautiful forest glade was usnally cho- 
sen for the taking of the oath, and sometimes the cere- 
mony was performed in an inhabited locality. For the 
oath, the military unit would line up in rows of two or 
three, the command would be given to stand at atten- 
tion, the commander would then read the text and the 
fighters would repeat it after him. 

In the oath the partisans assumed the obligation to 
serve their people honestly and devotedly and not to 
spare their life for the liberation of their country from 
fascism, not to reveal secrets that might serve the 
enemy, and if they betrayed their promise, that disgrace 
and the severest punishment should befall them. 

In certain detachments there were Red Army men, 
soldiers and officers who had become prisoners of the 
nazis and who had succeeded in contacting the parti- 
sans, of escaping from captivity and joining the detach- 
ments. Here they held lectures on the use of arms, on 
tactics, readily sharing their great experience gained 
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in the battles wilh the enemy. In many cases their 
presence and commands, given out during a battle, 
sowed fear and confusion in the ranks of the enemy. 

The partisan movement in Bulgaria developed in 
close contact with the partisan movements in Yugosla- 
via and Greece. In their actions the partisans were not 
confined by national boundaries. It did not matter 
whelher they were on Yugoslav, Bulgarian or Greek 
territory. The important thing was to fight the enemy 
and attain the goal. It was here that in practice the 
supreme principle of proletarian internationalism was 
manifested, a principle by which the Bulgarian parti- 
sans were invariably guided in their selfless fight 
against fascism. 

Among the partisan units of the different countries 
tactical and operative coordination was established. 
Tactical interaction was expressed in a coordination of 
action of small partisan units against minor targets, 
in rendering armed aid, in mutual information and 
exchanges of experience. It was organized between the 
commanders of the partisan units, on the basis of a 
general operative plan. 

Operative coordination was implemented by the 
zonal or general staffs. It was expressed in a coordina- 
tion of actions between more and larger units, or; ?. 
large territory and for a longer time. A joint command 
was set up to direct the actions on an operative scaio 
and a joint operative plan was elaborated, which pro 
vided for the part to be played by the forces of every 
sicle. The goal of the operations the forces of the sides, 
the manner of action and the directions ol withdrawal 
in case of failure were determined in advanc* for every 
joint operation. Such interaction existed between the 
partisan units of Yugoslavia and Bulgaria, operating 
along the frontier between the two countries. 

As we have said above, one of the goals which the 
Bulgarian Communist Party set itself in the struggle 
against fascism was to undermine the royal army, to 
render it unfit to fight the partisans and later to direct 
it against the ruling fascist clique. Great efforts, much 
time and a stubborn fight were needed for this. The 
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imperialist schemes of the nazis with respect to Bul- 
garia had to be exposed, the liberating nature of the 
partisan fight and the inevitable defeat of fascism, as 
weli as the requisitioning of the nation's agricultural 
and industrial production for the needs of nazi Ger- 
raany had to be elucidated. 

This tremendous worjk was being done underground, 
clandestinely, secretly, from ear to ear and in strict 
confidence between every two persons. The just word of 
the Party reached the people and was lorceful and 
convincing, f n the nine months of 1942 some 382 "ac- 
cidents" (sabotages) were registered in the army and 
many soldiers took to the mountains. While in the 
beginning individual soldiers escaped from the fascist 
barracks to the partisans, in 1943-44 whole units es- 
caped in the same way. On Decembe*" 14, 1943, a who!-: 
military unit togethei with its conunander Lieutenant 
Dicho Petrov passed over to the side of the partisans. 
From the soldiers that had escaped from the territories 
occupied by the royal army, seven Bulgarian soldier 
partisan units were fof.aed: the Hristo Botev Battalion, 
the Georgi Dimitro^ r Brigade, the Vassil Petleshkov, 
Vassil Levski, Gorgi Benkovski and other detach- 
ments. 

As the Soviet army came closer to Bulgaria's fron- 
tiers, the revolutionary situation in the country was 
coming to a head. 

The victories of the Soviet army in neighbouring 
Rumania in August 1944 and on the other fronts radi- 
cally changed the balance of power in favour of the 
USSR. The representatives of the bourereoisie began to 
have doubts in Hitler's final success. After the death of 
King Boris (August 1943). the vacillations of the 
government became still more pronounced. The coming 
to power of the demagogue Bagryanov in the summer 
of 1944 aroused the hopes of the Anglo-Americans that 
Bulgaria might become their sphere of influence, but 
these manceuvres could not save the bourgeoisie from 
disaster. 

Under the hammer-blows of the Soviet army the 
nazi bloc began to disintegrate, The long-awaited 
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second front against nazi Germany was flnally opened, 
though not out of a desire to help the USSR but in order 
fe forestall it irom liberating most of Europe. 

These developments made it exceedingly urgent to 
immediately prepare for an uprising in Bulgaria with 
a view to the conquest of power. This was the fourth, 
concluding stage in the development of the partisan 
rnovement, the culminating point of the armed strug- 
gle; it was characterized by the coming to a head of the 
revolutionary crisis in the country. 

As a result of the subversive work done by the Party 
in the army, the latter, too, underwent a serious crisis. 
The approach of the Soviet army, the development and 
activation of the partisan rnovement faced it with the 
question: with whom henceforth? With the bourgeoisie 
which had caused so much evil to the people or with 
the people who were feeding and clothing it? At that 
time, the regency and the government took the follow- 
mp- decision: "The entire army, including the Reserve 
Officers' Schoo! and the Military School should discon- 
tinue at once all studies and join in the pursuit and 
destruction of the partisan rnovement. " 

Upon learning about this decision, the General Staff 
of the National Liberation Army immediately sent out 
an order to all partisan units. warning them of the 
impendihg carnpaign and setting them concrete tasks 
during the offensive. 

All this aocelerated the government crisis. Early in 
September, 1944, the reactionary bourgeoisie ~nade one 
more attempt to save its skin. It dismissed Bagryanov 
and replaced him by Mouraviev, proposing that repre- 
sentatives of the Fatherland Front join the government. 
This proposal, hunvever, was reiected, because it was 
aimed at foiling the victory of the revolutionary forces. 
On September 2 Mouraviev formed a government from 
among the leaders of the so-called "legal oppositiorf • 
Moushanov, Gichev, Bourov, etc. Proclairninp- its neu- 
trality, the Mouraviev Government allowed the nazi 
military units to withdraw unscathed and to concen- 
trate on our western frontier. This was prompted by the 
desire to forestall the entry of Soviet forces into Bul- 
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garia and to prepare the ground for its occupation by 
Anglo-American forces. 

These manoeuvres of the bourgeoisie only precip*- 
tated the development of thecrfsis. At the end ol Augusi, 
the Central Committee of the Communist Party and 
the General Staff of the National Liberation Army 
decided to lead the masses out into open battle for the 
implementation of the Fatherland Front programme. A 
few days later, the National Committee of the Father- 
land Front informed Mouraviev that on September 5 
mass meetings would be held in five of the biggest towns 
in Bulgaria, Mouraviev, however, banned them. This was 
a signal for mass strikes, meetings and demonstrations. 

T wo other major events took place on that day: the 
Soviet Union declared war on Bulgaria and the Polit- 
buro and General Staff of the National Liberation Army 
elaborated a concrete plan for an uprising. In a special 
statement, the Soviet Government warned the Mouraviev 
Government that it would no longer tolerate Bulgaria's 
helping nazi Germany behind the screen of pseudo-neu- 
trality. Both this statement and the declaration of war 
were welcomed by the Bulgarian people, who realized 
that the Soviet army would enter Bulgaria as a liber- 
ator and were getting ready to give it an enthusiastie 
reception. 

The plan of the uprising provided that the main 
blow should be delivered against Sofia, the nation's 
political centre, the seat of the government and the 
regency. Large partisan units were to concentrate near 
Sofia and in joint action with several military units — 
the armoured regiment, the engineering task battalion, 
the anti-aircraft regiment and other units — to capture 
the Ministry of Defence, the Ministry of the Interior, 
the Police Direction, the Radio and the Central Post 
Office, and to arrest the members of the government 
and other top officials. Similar actions were to be 
undertaken in the other parts of the country. 

The exact composition of the provisional Fatherland 
Front government, as well as the place where it was 
to be formed and start functioning had been decided 
upon long in advance. 
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The First Partisan National-Liberation Division, 
consisting of three brigades, was formed at the end of 
August near Trun (at Bulgaria's western frontierh 
on instructions issued by the Central Committee and 
the General Staff of the partisan movement. As it was 
situated in close proximity to the capital, it played an 
important part in the conquest of power. Eariy in Sep- 
tember, a British military mission, headed by lieuten- 
ant-colonel Andrews, arrived secretly in Bulgaria. 
This mission came with a radio station and radiomen 
and its task was to inform its government more accu- 
rately and quickly about what was going on in Bulgaria. 
The Germans pretended to ignore this mission and al- 
lowed it to broadcast its information unhindered. 

On September 7 an American mission arrived semi- 
legaily in Sofia, Its task was to learn the disposition of 
ihe Bulearian and the German forces and, of course. 
also of the Soviet forces. 

On the following day, a second American mission, 
comprising seven experienced reconnaissance officers, 
arrived by plane. These were followed by another 15 
British and as many American officers who also arrived 
by plane, Thus, on the eve of the uprising, there were 
quite a few American and British officers in Sofia, whose 
aim it was to forestall it. 

The armed uprising was preceded by strikes and 
demonstrations. The miners froni the Pernik mines 
near Sofia downed tools on September 7, 1944. In Sofia, 
the transport workers and most of the factory workers 
stopped working. Big demonstrations, accompanied by 
armed clashes with the police, took place in Plovdiv, 
Varna, Pleven and Sliven. This further intensified the 
antagonism between the adherents of the fascist system 
and the masses who were yearning for freedom. 

On September 7, 1944 near the town of Trun, the 
soldiers of a battalion of the royal army elected a revo- 
lutionary committee, arrested the officers and establish- 
ed contact with the Trun Partisan Detachment. On the 
following day the whole battalion passed over to the 
side of the partisans. 

On the same date, several groups of soldiers joined 
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the Hristo Mihailov Detachment which operated in the 
region of Ferdinand (now Mihailovgrad), at a moment 
when the detachment was about to descend frorn the 
moimtains to the villages and seize power. 

On September 7 and 8, the prisons in Varna, Silis- 
tra, Pieven and other towns were stormed by the work- 
ing people, the prison guards came to the aid of the 
prisoners and helped to free them. 

On September 8, a whole battalion of the 31st Infan- 
try Regiment joined the Vassil Levski Partisan Detach- 
ment which was active along the Black Sea coast, and 
took part in the conquest of power. 

This happened everywhere in the country, as well as 
in the capitai. 

One of the reasons for the comparatively rapid break- 
up of the army was the great gap that had been opened 
between the government and the people. The govern- 
ment tried to tie Bulgaria to Hitler's chariot, to turn it 
into his raw material appendage by placing the whole 
country with all its resources and riches at his disposal, 
while the people were against it because it meant active 
participation in the war on the side of nazi Germany. 

The insolence of the German nazis, the fact that 
they had attacked the Soviet Union, and in a most 
treacherous way at that, without any declaration of war 
for the purpose of doing away with the socialist system 
and enslaving the Soviet peoples, exposed them and 
forever discredited them poiitically in the eyes of the 
Bulgarian working people. 

These irreconcilable contradictions between the 
government and the people penetrated deep into the 
army. 

On the other hand, the compulsory requisitioning 
of products for the needs of the German nazi army was 
deeply resented by the population. There were families 
that reared only one goat or one sheep; yet even these 
had to give a quota of milk to the state. The same ap- 
plied to wheat and other products. The dissatisfaction 
aniong the people rapidly spread to the ranks of the 
army. 

Many soldiers and officers also resented being com- 



46 



pelled, along with the police and the gendarmerie, to 
take part in the burning down of houses belonging to 
partisans and their helpers and to persecute the free- 
dom fighters. 

Ali this, in one form or another, affected the moral 
and political condition of the army. And no bourgeois 
orators and agitators were in a position to stop the 
process of demoralization and dissolution within the 
army. 

The activity of a group of former officers, members 
of the Zveno Political Circle, includmg Kimon Georgiev, 
Viadimlr Stoychev, Kroum Lekarski, Tcdor Toshev, Sto- 
yan Trendafilov, and others, also played a certain role 
in the disintegration of the royal army and in its pass- 
ing over to the side of the people. Having served for 
many years in the bourgeois army, they had taken an 
active part in the eoup d'etat of May J 9, 1934, which 
brought to power an anti-monarchic government, headecl 
by the leader of Zveno, Kimon Georgie\ One year later, 
the king and the reactionary bourgeoisie organized an* 
other coup d'etat, as a result of which the power passed 
into the hands of people loyal to the monarchy. 

The Zveno members were subjected to persecution 
and reprisals. Many of them underwent a political evolu- 
tion and gradually passed over to anti-fascist positions. 
Maintaining contact with many officers in active service, 
they succeeded in persuading them that the war would 
end in favour of the Soviet Union and that the nazi 
army would be defeated. 

The Bulgarian Communist Party extended a hand 
to the Zveno members who were anti-fascists, in partic- 
ular to their outstanding representative Kimon Geor- 
giev, and started working with them to save the coun- 
try from the fascist dictatorship, After 1942, when on the 
initiative of Georgi Dimitrov the Fatherland Front was 
established, Kimon Georgiev joined the National Com- 
mittee with a group of his adherents and after the peo- 
ple's victory on September 9. 1944, became the first 
prime Minister of the People's Republic of Bulgaria- 
Later he became Minister of Foreign Affairs, Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of Electrification- Today 
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he is a national represontative and a member of the 
Presidium of the National Assembly. 

Other Zveno members were included in the People's 
Army and awarded high posts as oihcei's and generals. 
General Kroum Lekarski was appointed Deputy Min- 
is'ter of Defence, General Vladimir Stoychev Command- 
er of the First Bulgarian Army that took part in the 
Patriotic War, and Generals T. Tochev and Trendafilov, 
commanders of the two corps that made up the Fiist 
Army. Other anti-fascists were also appointed to re- 
sponsible posts. Party members Captains Peter Iliev, 
Dimiter Popov and other regular officers also worked 
for the dissolution of the royal army. On the instruc- 
tions of the Party, they established a "military union" 
and Peter Iliev joined the General Staff of the National 
Liberation Army, These officers took part in the Sep- 
tember 9 Uprising in Sofia, and after the liberation 
were appointed to responsible posts in the People's 
Army. 

But let us return to the developments on the eve of 
the Ninth of September. On September 8, the Soviet 
forces erossed the Rurnanian-Bulgarian frontier and 
started liberating the towns one after the other without 
meeting any resistance. On the contrary, the people 
welcomed them with flowers as liberators. 

On the same day the Politburo of the Central Com- 
mittee of the Party and the General Staff of the Na- 
tional Liberation Armv held a session at which the 
decision was taken to start an uprising. On September 
8 at night the partisan units around Sofia, together 
with the military units of the regular army, as provid- 
ed in the plan, captured the key institutions and points 
in the capital including the Ministry of the Interior 
and the Ministry of War. The first people's democratic 
government was formed, which on September 9 broad- 
cast a proclamation to the Bulgarian people, announc- 
ing the overthrow of the fascist government and the 
establishment of a Fatherland Front government, 
which would carry out the programme of the Father- 
land Front. 
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3. CREATION OF THE BULGARIAN PEOPLE'S ARMY 

Bulgaria had won freedom from fascism and capi- 
talism. The victory was won by the revolutionary peo- 
ple's forces, but this victory became possible only 
thanks to the Soviet army, its victories and the concrete 
help which it rendered to the Bulgarian people. 

The working people succeeded in getting rid of bour- 
geois and fascist oppression thanks to the fact that the 
Communist Party had rallied all progressive, anti-fas- 
eist forces under the banner of the Fatherland Front and 
the leadership of the working class, had created a 
strong partisan movement and won over to the revolu- 
tion a substantial part of the regular royal army, 

After the people's victory of September 9, 1944 the 
bourgeois fascist police apparatus was smashed and 
replaced by a people's militia, which set out to crush 
the resistance of the surviving fascist elements and to 
defend the government of the Fatherland Front. 

The war for the complete rout of nazi Germany con- 
tinued. A danger of aggression still existed for Bul- 
garia, The German forces were elose to our western 
frontier and even made an attempt to invade the coun- 
try. We needed an army to repel the impending danger, 
to take pai t in the routine of the nazi hordes and thus 
to wipe off the blemish which the fascists had inflicted 
on Bulgaria's name by having turned it into a satellite 
of nazi Germany. Su-ch an armv could be organized in 
so short a time only on the basis of the old army, with 
the required favourable conditions at hand. 

Marxist-Leninist theory teaches us that after the re- 
volution, the old army should be disbanded and a new 
one set up in its stead. The establishment of the Soviet 
army is a classical example of a socialist army. 

But the Bulgarian People's Army was not established 
after the same pattern.The old bourgeois army was not 
dissolved. The new revolutionary army was set up in the 
absence of a civil war and foreign military intervention, 
and on the basis of the experience of the Communist 
Party of the Soviet Union and the Soviet Government, 
and with their unstinted assistance. The Bulgarian Peo- 
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ple's Army came into being and was shaped up in 
the presence of Soviet forces in the country and in 
jcint battles with them against the common foe. 

Unlike countries like Yugoslavia, Czechoslovakia 
and Poland, (which were occupied by nazi Germany. 
whose armies were defeated and their state apparatus 
destroyed) in Bulgaria prior to the Ninth of September 
the state apparatus and the army had remained intact, 
the Bulgarian army had not taken part in the war 
against the Soviet Union (had not suffered defeat as, for 
instance, the Rumanian Army) and had been completely 
preserved. What was more, the Bulgarian Army, in 
fulfilling tasks set to it by Hitler, had been armed with 
German weapons, had always been renewed with ca- 
dres loyal to the king and become Consolidated. The 
550,000 royal army represented a force to reckon with. 
To destroy such an army with far less numerous and 
poorly armed partisan units was an imoossible task. 
That is why the Bulgarian Communist Party adopted 
the course of undermining it and of wresting it from the 
hands of the monarcho-fascist clique. This was facili- 
tated by the fact that part of the officers were mobi- 
lized from the reserve and did not serve with enthusiasm, 
while the soldiers, sons of the people, knew what was 
going on in their villages and towns and were awareof 
the fact that the partisans defended their interests and 
that the royal government alone was to blame for their 
risking their lives in battles with the partisans. 

Under the concrete setup, Bulgaria had to join with- 
out delay in the final stage of the war against Ger- 
many. There was not enough time to disband the army, 
dissolve its units, to mobilize its soldiers and officers 
anew (as happened in the Soviet Union) and to reor- 
ganize it. 

Besides, during the uprising the progressive sol- 
diers and officers had set up revolutionary committees 
in many military units, arresting the fascist officers, 
establishing contacts with the partisan detachments 
operating in the respective regions and joining the 
national-liberation forces with their units. The reac- 
tionary officers were replaced by new, progressive com- 
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manders. Naturally, this did not take place at once, 
but in the course of a longer period of time. 

Again during the uprising many partisans, politi 
cal prisoners, concentration camp prisoners, rebel sol- 
diers and volunteers had joined the arrny, changing its 
political composition and nature, so that from the very 
first days of its existenee it becarne a revolutionary 
army. ~ :\ 

Soldiers' committees, wh-ich were revolutionary or- 
gans oi the Fatherland Front in the army, were set up 
at the underground Party and Komsomol committees 
and groups. They were elected at general meetings 
from among the soMiers, non-coms and officers, who 
had proved their loyalty to the Party and the Fatherland 
Front. These committees had a different composition: 
the smallest consisted of three and the largest-of 8 to 
10 men. They were set up in the companies, battalions 
and regiments and tackled all guestions connected with 
the life and activity of the military units. And when the 
decision was taken that the army should go to the front, 
their activity was mainly directed to its moral and po- 
litical training to fight until the final defeat of the 
enemy, 

The soldiers' committees continued to exist until 
the institution of the assistant-commanders was set up. 
Afterwa^ds they were transformed into soldier groups 
of active fighters and became the first assistants of the 
political officers. 

The assistant-commanders institution in the Bulga- 
rian People's Army was set up by special ministerial 
order. Their main task was ihe moral and political con- 
solidation of the army. They were the surest support of 
the Party and the People's Government in the army, 
It was throuch them that the* Bulgarian Communist 
Party secured the political leadership of the armed forces, 
Although the ministerial order was issued on Septem- 
ber 22, they fulfilled these functions as early as Sep- 
tember 9, 1944. 

The assistant-commanders were selected from among 
the partisans, political and concentration camp prison- 
ers. They were all men with great revolutionary ex- 
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perience, politically mature, devoted to the cause of 
the working class, the Party and the Fatherland Front 
government. As close helpers of the commanders, they 
were responsible for the whole political and educational 
work in the units and co-operated for the fulfilment of 
the tasks set by the commanders. 

The assistant commanders were instrumental in the 
moral and political mobilization of the soldiers pnor 
to their being sent to the front, in maintaimng their 
fighting spirit against all fascist elements who during 
the whole course of the Patriotic War were trying to 
dissolve the army and to make it unfit to fulfil its 
tasks. The high consciousness of the soldiers and the 
comparatively strict army discipline were, aoove all, 
the result of the tireless work done by the Party and 
the political organs set up and guided by the Party. 

Another measure which helped the rapid reorganiza- 
tion of the army was the establishment of the guard 
and volunteer units immediately after the revolution. 

The National Guard was formed in accordance with 
a Government Decree of September 11, 1944. It was 
eomposed of former partisans, political and concentra- 
tion camp prisoners, soldiers who had been tested in 
the struggle and had revolutionary experience. Besides 
them, young people who had proved active participants 
in the anti-fascist struggle, were also admitted to the 
guard. 

The lst Guard Division .with three infantry guard 
regiments, one artillery guard regiment and a guard 
engineering battalion were formed from the lst Sofia 
National-Liberation Division, Of all 7,025 men that made 
up the division, 297 were partisans and 6,728 were 
vohinteers. By November 10, its composition increased 
to 15,325, of whom 9,014 were volunteers. In the region 
of Blagoevgrad, the so-called Pirin Guard Regiment 
vqs formed, and in the region of Stanke Dimitrov, the 
13th Infantry Rila Guard Regiment. 

Besides the independent guard units, battalions and 
companies, guard units were also formed at the existing 
regiments and in some of the special military units. 
A total of 30 guard battalions, 34 guard companies 
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and 7 guard batteries were thus fornied, and the total 
number of guard units came up to 74. They constituted 
the revolutionary nucleus of the army, lent it a popu- 
lar character and with their heroism drove the soldiers 
into a relentless struggle against the nazis. Ali in all, 
the partisan detachments, the guard units and volun- 
teers that joined the army amounted to 35,000. 

Thus, instead of disbanding the old army and sett- 
ing up an entirely new one, the Party preserved its old 
organizational structure, but reorganized it in the inter- 
est of the revolution and the Patriotie War, changed 
its functions, composition and nature and turned it from 
*n instrument for the oppression of the people into an 
instrument for the oppression of the bourgeoisie and for 
the defence of the gains of the people. Under other 
conditions years might have been needed for the organi- 
zation of such an army, but after Bulgaria's liberation 
from fascism this was achieved in an exceedingly bnef 
period. 

During the reorganization of the army, the Bulga- 
rian Communist Party was fully aware of the fact that 
the old commanding staff could not be preserved and 
that certain commanders of units and detachments who 
had steeped their hands in the people's blood had to 
be dismissed. But to change everything at a time when 
the army was expected to join the war against the 
German nazi forees in the Balkans was impossible and 
inexpedient. 

It was not only a guestion of the inevitable tempo- 
rary disorganization of the work that would set in 
under these conditions, but it was also a question of 
cadres. Few were those commanders who had the train- 
mg necessary to command large military units (divi- 
sions and annies), to plan their operations, to organize 
their supplies, and most of them had still to learn and 
gain experience in warfare. 

Naturally the reorganization process was exceeding- 
ly complicated. Its complexity and difficulty were due 
to the counter-revolutionary activity of the fascist ele- 
ments and the so-cal!ed opposition within the army. They 
tried to persuade the officers and men not to go to the 
front and in general not to obey the orders that were 
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issued, As a result,' certain units and subdivisions, 
commanded by vacillating officers, made'an attempt to 
return from the front, and officers who had committed 
crimes tried either to hide or passed over to the side 
of the Germans. 

The vacillating and enerny elements were also egged 
on by the then Minister of War, Damyan Velchev, mem- 
ber of the Zveno PoliticaI Circle, who did everything 
within his power to dissolve the army and make it in- 
capable of taking part in the war against nazi Ger- 
many. Taking advantage of the absence of the commu- 
nist "ministers, on November 23,1944, he induced the 
government to adopt a decree which enabled officers 
who had perpetrated serious crimes to hide themselves 
ajrid escape the wrath of the people. When they 
Ieafnt about this counter-revolutionary decree, 200,000 
working people from Sofia gathered at a protest meet- 
ing and demanded its immediate repeal. This incident 
was used as a pretext to make certain important changes 
in the army. The activity of the minister was cur- 
tailed. The leadership of the army was placed into the 
hands of the General Staff of the National-Liberation 
Army. The Chief of General Staff (a general from 
the royal army) was dismissed from office, and General 
Ivan Kinov, a participant in the September 1923 Upris- 
in-g and a tried communist who had returned from the 
Soviet Union, where he had been a political emigrant, 
was appointed in his stead. The chief of cadres was 
changed as wcll as the chief of reconnaissance, both of 
them royal officers. 

Deputy rriinisters, all communists, were appointed 
to assist the minister. The commander-in-chief of the 
forces taking part in the Patriotic War was changed. 
By ministerial order about 800 men from the National 
Liberation Army were promoted to the rank of officers 
in the army. Seven officers were promoted to the rank 
of general. 21 to the rank of colonel, 28 to the rank of 
Iie.utenant co j onel and 600 to the ranks of major, cap- 
tain and iunior lieutenant. Many officers from the re- 
serve were taken back into the army, especially those 
who had been dismissed by the fascist government for 
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their pfogressive ideas. These measures helped to sta- 
bilize the situation and guaranteed the proper develop- 
menl of the army, 

The difficulties which beset the establishment of the 
Bulgarian People's Army can be seen from a statement 
made by Georgi Dimitrov, the leader of the Bulgarian 
people. 

On February 17, 1946, he told the graduating class 
of the Vassil Levski Militarv Sehool: 

"Since September 9, 1944 the army has been under- 
going a process of reorganization, of transformation, 
of re-education in a new spirit, new ideals, new national 
tasks. We are going through a difficult and somewhat 
painful process of rebirth, of re-shaping our old army, 
which was commanded by fascist and foreign agents, 
into a people's army, with a new ideology and new 
ideals." 

The reorganization of the army was a long process. 
It was not achieved by mere change in name, by for- 
mulating the new aims and purposes, by its rearmament 
with new weapons and technique. The new army had 
to have a new social and class content, which could 
be instilled only by men devoted to the working class, 
the Party and the people's government. There were 
plenty of such devoted men, but they had to get mili- 
tary training. That is why, after 1945 Fatherland Front 
Bulgaria started sending partisan cammanders and 
officers, the sons of workers and peasants, who had 
proved their attachment and loyalty to the people's 
democratic government, to the Soviet military acade- 
mies. 



4. THE PATRIOT1C WAR 

On September 10, 1944. the Fatherland Front Gov- 
ernment declared war on nazi Germany and pro- 
ceeded immediately to mobilize the nation's moral and 
material forces. Georgi Dimitrov raised the slogan: 
"Everything for the front, everything for the victory! 
which became highly popular among Bulgarians. 
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The war was a genuine patriotic war for the Bul- 
garian people. First, the stain which the mereenary 
governments had inflieted on the Bulgarian people by 
having hitched Bulgaria to the nazi crtariot ftad to be 
washed off and, second, the Bulgarians considered it 
their patriotic as well as international duty to make 
their contribution to the final rout of nazi Germany. 

On the other hand, friendship with the Soviet Union 
made it incumbent on Bulgarians and their Com- 
munist Party not to leave her alone and share all 
hardships with her. It was necessary for Bulgaria to 
assume part of the heavy load weighing on the Soviet 
people, who were so heroically and courageously de- 
fending their land and the fate of nazi-oecupied na- 
tions. 

The Party, the Fatherland Front and the entire 
Bulgarian people felt duty-bound to take part in the 
war against Hitler shoulder to shoulder with the So- 
viet Union and its army, to start the Patriotic War 
and bring it to a successful conclusion. 

Although not fully reorganized, the army left for 
the front immediately after the Ninth of September 
Uprising. It had been set the important task to take 
part with might and main in the routing of the nazi 
occupiers, and to make its contribution to the war 
against man-hating fascism, securing at the same time 
the nation's territorial integrity and independence. 

On the eve of September 9, 1944, the Geraian army 
had 26 divisions and brigades in the Balkans which 
were distributed into two army groups — E and F. 

The E Army Group, which meant "Aegean", was 
composed of 13 units. Stationed in Greece and Alba- 
nia, its task was to fight against the national libera- 
tion movement in these countries and not to allow any 
Anglo-American landings. This army consisted of about 
300,000 men, plus 12,000 men of the air forces and 
30,000 men of the naval forces, 

The F Army Group was composed of 13 units and 
occupied the southern and central part of Yugoslavia, 
It was charged with the task of crushing the Yugoslav 
national-liberation movement 
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Compelled by the newly arisen circumstances, fhe 
nazi command decided to withdraw the E Army Group 
from Greece along the valleys of the Rivers Vardar 
and Morava towards Nis and, together with the F Army 
Group, to check the advance of the 3rd Ukrainian 
Front. The withdrawal and regroupment of the forces 
had been entrusted by the nazis to the Serbian Group 
and the Nedieh detachments, 1 ) 

For the implementation of this plan, they first set 
themselves the task to overcome the Bulgarian forces 
stationed in Macedonia, which blocked their path of 
retreat This meant that they were going to create a 
front against Bulgaria. This German plan aimed not 
only at saving their forces, but also, by means of sev- 
cral thrusts through Bulgaria's territory, to fore- 
stall the impending people's uprising there. But here 
again the Germans miscalculated, for by now they had 
obvious'ly lost all sense of reality, 

A week after the Ninth of September victory, the 
Bulgarian People's Army joined the 3rd Ukrainian 
Front under the command of Marshal Tolbukhin, and 
was assigned the task to advance to the west towards 
the valleys of the Rivers Vardar and Morava and to 
bar the German army's way of retreat in south-north 
direction. The Bulgarian army was assigned an im- 
portant role in the general plan of the Soviet Com- 
mand. On the basis of the task set by Marshal Tol- 
bukhin, the High Command of the Bulgarian People's 
Army elaborated an operative plan providing that the 
main blow with the basic forces should be dealt in 
the general direction of Sofia-Pirot-Nis, with two aux- 
iiiary blows, the one in the direction of Kyustendil-Kou- 
manovo-Skopje, and the other of Gorna Djoumaya (Bla- 
goevgrad-Stip-Veles. 

For the implementation of this plan, the Bulgarian 
army had to be regrouped and mobilized. This in- 
volved many difficulties because of the dispersion of the 
army: part of it was in Yugoslavia, another part in 
Aegean Thrace (Greece) and a third one on the Bul- 
earo-Turkish frontier. 



) Serbian forces who fought against Tito's partisans 
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Realizing the impending threat to their forces as 
a result of Bulgaria's entry into the war, the nazis 
hastened to deal a blow to the First Oceupation Corps 
which was in Serbia. Taking advantage of the betrayal 
of several royal officers, they captured its staff and 
the staffs of the three divisions of which it was made 
up. A few other units were also captured and dis- 
armed. Only one division withdrew without losing its 
fighting ability. The others had been rendered uniit to 
fight. 

The withdrawal of the army from Maeedonia was 
in jeopardy, for the forces on the Bulgaro-Turkish 
frontier had to be kept in their positions, as no one 
could tell what Turkey might do.The forces in Greece 
also remained where they were. 

While the forces from Yugoslavia were being 
withdrawn, a rapid mobilization was effected in Bul- 
garia. By September 18, seven infantry divisions, one 
cavalry division, one cavalry brigade, one armoured 
brigade, army and special units were mobilized, and 
by October 3, another four infantry divisions were 
mobilized. 

Thanks to the people's enthusiasm at their libera- 
tion from fascism, the mobilization was carried out 
promptly and without delay. 

The Bulgarian People's Army fought the first bat- 
tles on the frontier, to prevent the nazis from invading 
the country and to cover up the concentration of the 
mobilized forces and units. These battles were defen- 
sive. Here and there the Germans succeeded in pene- 
trating Bulgarian soil, but thanks to the heroism of the 
soldiers, partisans and volunteers, the danger was 
liquidated and the three armies comprising a total of 
350,000 men, intended to join the 3rd Ukrainian Front, 
were ready for decisive military operations. 

Thus began the first stage of the Patriotic War of 
the Bulgarian people. The three armies were assigned 
concrete tasks by Marshal Tolbukhin, Commander of 
the 3rd Ukrainian Front. 

To attain the goals set to it during the first stage 
of the Patriotic War, the Bulgarian People's Army 
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conducted a number of operations: at Nis, at Stra- 
Isin-Koumanovo; at Bregalnitsa-btroumitsa and 
at Kossovo. Jn all operations, active tasks were . as- 
signed to the forces: to rout the main forces of the 
enemy, to surround and annihilate them. As a result 
of these operations, the first stage of the Patriotic War 
ended in complete success. The young Bulgarian army 
held for aimost two months substantial nazi forces 
at bay in the Balkans, inflicting serious losses on them. 
A total of 32 tanks, 72 tugs, 35 locomotives, 3,200 lor- 
ries, 20 airplanes, 277 guns, 100 mine-throwers and 
other arms and materials fell into Bulgarian hands. 
Moreover, as the roads for withdravval to the north 
were cut off and blocked, a nazi army of 40,000 men 
stationed in Greece and on the Aegean islands was 
forced to surrender. 

These victories were of great political importance 
for Bulgaria. Its international status was Consolidated, 
for these operations showed that the Bulgarian people 
had nothing in common with their former venal fas- 
cist governments and that they had never supported 
the policy pursued by them. 

These operations were Bulgaria's first capital in 
its foreign policy, earning it international prestige 
among the progressive world and especially in the 
Soviet Union, in co-operation with whose army Bul- 
garia reaped its first successes. Although quite young 
and newly established, the Bulgarian People's Army 
fulfilled its international duty by making its contri- 
bution to the liberation of Yugoslavia. 

The successfully concluded operations during the 
first stage of the Patriotic War had also important 
domestic conseqaences. Our people became convinced 
that only the Fatherland Front Government, headed 
by the Communist Party, would be able to rehabili- 
tate Bulgaria and ensure it a worthy and just peace. 

The first period of the Patriotic War was also of great 
military significance. The Bulgarian People's Army 
succeeded in fulfilling an important military task, 
making its contribution to the routing of a sizeable 
nazi force and manifesting high moral and fighting 
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qualities. It secured the left flank o! the 3rd Ukrainiar* 
Front, which advanced westward along the course of 
the River Danube. 

The victories gained by the Bulgarian People's 
Army at Nis, Kriva Palanka, Stratsin, Koumanovo, 
Stip, Veles, Skopje, Poduevo and Prishtina showed 
what an army is capable of achieving when it defends 
the interests of the working class and has clearly set 
progressive tasks. These victories raised the morale 
of the soldiers and officers and imbued them with 
faith in the complete victory over the enemy. 

At the beginning of 1945 the military and politi- 
cal situation was exceedingly unfavourable to nazi 
Germany, which was no ionger able to replace the losses 
sustained in men and war material. The countries 
it had occupied and which served as sources of stra- 
tegic raw materials were being liberated. Its military 
potential was rapidly waning. Despite several strong 
counter-blows which were implemented by the nazi 
command for the purpose of checking the advance of 
the Soviet army, the latter continued to advance at a 
rapid pace and nothing was in a position to check its 
triumphant march. The Bulgarian army acted in oon- 
cord with it. The attempts of the American and Brit- 
ish imperialists and their stooges in Bulgaria to 
frustrate Bulgaria's participation in the war and thus 
to weaken Bulgaria's International position failed. The 
Bulgarian people were firmly resolved to take part in 
the final rout of nazi Germany and no one was in a 
position to deflect them from the fulfilment of this 
decision. 

In mid-November 1944, the Soviet Government 
authorized Bulgaria to take part in the further mili- 
tary operations. An army comprising six infantry di- 
visions and army units and numbering 130,000 of- 
ficers and men was quickly formed and called the 
First Bulgarian Army, under the command of Lieuten- 
ant-General Vladimir Stovchev. 

Towards November 20, the First Bulgarian Army 
began to concentrate in Yugoslavia, about 70 km north 
of Belgrade, on the right bank of the River Danube. 
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After its eoncentration, it had first to replace Yugoslav 
and Soviet units and then to go over to an offensive. 
The Germans had taken advantageous positions, 
turning them into strong fortified points, defended by 
about 18 battalions from different divisions. 

After nearly two weeks of fighting in the region 
between the rivers Sava and Drava, the First Bul- 
garian Army got the order to advance towards Hunga- 
ry. At first the Army fought defensive battles and then, 
together with the Soviet army, passed over to an of- 
fensive. 

After long and bitter fighting, on May 7, the First 
Bulgarian Army began to pursue the enemy. It fulfilled 
the task set to it by advancing more than 200 km, 
crossing the Aus'tro-Yugoslav frontier and reaching 
the AIps. It thus secured the southern flank of the 3rd 
Ukrainian Front and the general southern strategie 
flank of the Soviet forces which were advancing west- 
ward. The joint war operations of the Bulgarian and 
Soviet armies and the blood shed in common helped 
still further to consolidate the friendship between sol- 
diers and commanders of the two armies. 

As a result of these battles, the First Bulgarian 
Army liberated a substantial portion of Yugoslav ter- 
ritory, which had been occupied by the Germans, and 
large quantities of war material fell into Bulgarian 
hands. 

While during the first stage the Bulgarian People's 
Army helped to liberate Yugoslavia, during the second 
stage it helped to liberate Hungary. The Hungarian 
people, like the peoples of Yugoslavia, welcomed the 
Bulgarian Army with warm and sincere feelings, 
because the soldiers treated them as their brothers. 
They not only fought but also helped the Hungarians 
to plough their fields, to sow them and to rebuild 
their destroyed homes. It was thus that the fraternal 
friendship between the Bulgarian fighters and the 
Hungarian working people was established. 

The victories won during the two stages of the war 
were only made possible as a result of the joint efforts 
at the front and in the rear of the entire Bulgarian 
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people. Bulgarian casualties amounted to 31,910 killed, 
wounded and missing, and military expenditures to 
over 133,000 million leva (according to 1945 currency). 

But the Bulgarian army inflicted great losses on 
the enemy: more than 60,000 killed, captured and 
wounded, capturing 46 tanks, 21 planes, 405 guns, 340 
mine-throwers, 3,724 lorries, 1,984 machine-guns, mariy 
rifles, locomotives, cars, ammunition and other war 
materials. 

The young People's Army defended with honour 
Ihe name of the Bulgarian people, and won a worthy 
plaee for them among the peaceful nations. Through 
its participation in the liberation of Yugoslavia and 
Hungary, it fulfilled its highest International duty. Its 
victories showed to the whole world that a people lib- 
erated from fascism was eapable of performing great 
deeds. 

The victories of the Bulgarian army during the Pa- 
triotic War will remain in the annals as heroic pages, 
filled with courage, steadfastness and love for freedom. 

When speaking of the heroic deeds of our young ar- 
my. we should not fail to mention that its courage, self- 
lessness, patriotism and internationalism stemmed, 
above all, from the just cause of the war, which it waged 
shoulder to shoulder with the Soviet army. The sol- 
diers and commanders of the Bulgarian People's Army 
fought and bravely met the bavonets of the enemv with 
their chests.because thev knew that they were fighting 
for the people and for their freedom. 

Great credit for the. victories of the Bulgarian Peo- 
ple's Army is due to the fraternal assistance of the 
Soviet army, This assisance was both moral and mate- 
rial. Soviet instructors, experienced officers and gen- 
erals, w T ere present at the Arrny's High Command and 
General Staff. It was the'dutv of these instructors to 
render assistance not only in orgfanizing the military 
operations, but also in the training of the men, the <*" 

transport of the army, in securing material and tech- 
nical supplies for the staffs, departments and services. 

The countless examples of heroism and selflessness, 
displayed by the Soviet soldiers, were a source of in- 
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spiration for the Bulgarian soldiers and commanders 
to defend their liberated country in the same way and 
not to spare their life for its future. 

The victories of the Bulgarian People's Army were 
extolled in three orders of gratitude of the Soviet High 
Command and on three occaslons the capital of the 
Soviet Union, Moscow, gave salutes in its honour. 

Some 360 Bulgarian soldiers and officers were 
awarded Soviet orders for their heroism, and the chests 
of 120,000 fighters were decorated with medals. 

The Bulgarian Communist Party played a major 
role in the victorious conclusion of the war and in the 
vvortlnly fulfilled international duty by the Bulgarian 
People's Army. This role consisted in the first plaee 
in the resolve of the Party to set up the Bulgarian 
People's Army, to get it Consolidated, to assign it its 
tasks, properly to educate it and to inspire it with faith 
in the final victory. It also consisted in the Party's 
solicitude to provide the army with everything that it 
needed, by mobilizing the whole rear in the interest of 
the successful conclusion of the war. At the call of the 
Bulgarian Communist Party, the people mobilized all 
their moral and material resources and forces. "Every- 
thing for the front, everything for dctory!" was the 
rallying and mobilizing slogan. And indeed, everything 
was done in the interest of the army, and in the in- 
terest of victory. To make this possible, the Bulgarian 
Communist Party rallied all the working people under 
the banner of the Fatherland Front and laid down the 
political line that was to be followed. It sent its best 
cadres to the army — former partisans, political and 
concentration camp prisoners, communists tested in 
bloody battles with the enemy, men who did not spare 
their lives when it was a question of the Party and 
country. 

At the same time, the Communist Party opened a 
front against the internal enemies. Enemies were those 
who under fascism had helped the nazis, who had 
persecuted progressive people for their convictions and 
had stained their hands with the people's blood. These 
fascist elements were now engaging in sabotage, is- 
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suing newspapers and leaflets, entering into contact 
with the imperialist centres outside the country, making 
use of their radio stations to slander the socialist sys- 
tem, trying to sap the army and hence the people's 
government. Their propaganda was directed mainly 
against Bulgaria's participation in the war against 
nazi Germany. The fascist elements tried to frighten 
people by asserting that the casualties would be very 
great and unjustified and that the cornmunists would 
soon have to go. 

The whole opposition was involved in this propa- 
ganda. It was headed at that time by Georgi M. Di- 
mitrov (Gemeto, who later escaped from the Country), 
traitor to the Fatherland Front and to his country. 

As a result of this propaganda, vacillations and 
eonfusion appeared among part of the officers and 
men in certain military units and appeals were raised 
among the soldiers to go back home. 

The propaganda against Bulgaria's participation 
in the war against the nazis was also accompanied by 
acts of sabotage. A number of factory owners either 
did not produce anything or turned out a very small 
and low-quality output. Some merchants" concealed 
goods in short supply, raised the prices at will and 
spread a psychosis that everything was going to disap- 
pear gradually from the market and that starvation 
would set in. 

Enemy propaganda was concentrated against the 
Bulgarian Communist Party and its leaders. The 
enemy knew perfectly well who had fought the hardest, 
who had sustained the greates't losses in the fight fo? 
people's rule and who was going to defend it with 
might and main. And in those days the main task was 
precisely to defend and consolidate the people's rule 
and to retain it. This made it necessary to take prompt 
and decis'ive measures, to carry out severai serious 
undertakings in order to consolidate the government 
and to prevent a comeback of fascism and capitalism. 

On October 3, 1944 a Law on the People's Court 
was issued for the purpose, under which the fascist 
criminals were brought to trial. 
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On Octcber 20, the Council of Ministers issued a 
decree, which authorized the Fatherland Front com- 
mittees to exercise control over the state authorities. 
Later on, the government floated a loan, appealing to 
the people to subscribe to it, to meet the new govern- 
ment's financial needs. An appeal was made to render 
all-out assistance to the front. According to incom- 
plete data, the young people guided by the Young Work- 
ers' League alone collected more than 200 millions 
leva and more than 1.250,000 kg of products. More 
than 250,000 parcels with foodstuffs and gifts jwere 
sent to the front. 

"For the first time in its history, our army is the 
object of genuine people's gratitude and boundless 
people's love," Georgi Dimitrov wrote at that time. 

A Front Week was organized under the leadership 
of the Party, during which money, clothing and pro- 
ducts were collected for the front. 

Great attention was devoted to ihe soldiers* fam- 
ilies. The Party and Komsomol organizations as 
well as the Fatherland Front committees supplied 
them with fuel, helped them in their farm work, car- 
ried out repairs in their houses. 

All-round care was devoted to the wounded. New 
hospitals were opened and optimum conditions were 
created for their treatment and prompt recovery. 
Thousands of wotnen and girls visited the wounded 
every day, brought them gifts and helped them in 
their treatment. 

Ali this exerted a tremendous influence on the mo- 
rale of the fighters and of the whole army. 

"You don't expect us to spare our lives at this mo- 
ment. when the nations of the world have raised their 
iron fist to deal a final blow to the German monster,*'' 
the soldiers of a unit wrote to the pupils in Vassilevo 
vtllage, General Toshev district 

The Bulgarian Communist Party thus strove day 
after day to organize the army of our people's dem- 
ocrati'c state and to make it fit to fight ihe enemy. 

The Patriotic War ended in the complete and uncon- 
ditional surrender of nazi Germany. The banners of 
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the Bulgarian People's Army were covered with glory. 
It fulfilled its patriotic and international duty with 
honour. What remained for it now was to be rearmed 
and develop as a modern army. 



5. THE BULGARIAN PEOPLE'S ARMY TODAY 

Long before the war, Bulgaria had been tied to the 
chariot of nazi Germany. The doctrine of the royal 
army had been German, its armament German and its 
military organization had also been patterned after the 
German one. The programmes according to which its 
men and officers were trained, both in the military 
establishments and in the barracks, had been copies 
of the German programmes. The officers had studied 
the German experience of war. 

A positive feature was that the Bulgarian army 
was not a caste army. The body of its officers came 
from all strata of the population. It was not rare for 
progressive-minded sons of workers and peasants to 
enter the military schools and the military academy. 
Ali this, as well as the fact that it had old connexions 
with the Russian army, facilitated the Bulgarian Com- 
munist Party to organize the new People's Army. 

The first steps which had to be made were to rearm 
the army, to cast out the old German arms and replace 
them with new, Soviet weapons. Bu f this could not 
be done before and during the Patriotic War, and that 
is why the army fought with its old weapons, those 
that had been supplied by Germany. After the end of 
the war, however, one of the first concerns of the Party 
was to rearm the army and introduce harmony among 
the different kinds of armed forces. The air force, for 
ins'tance, had too many soldiers and very few planes 
of different types. Moreover, many of these planes 
were in poor condition and quite outdated. 

Quite insufficient and very outdated were also the 
tanks. There was a great disproportion between in- 
fantry and technology. The tanks were concentrated 
in individual tank units. There were no tanks in the 
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different units, and the latter were insufficient either 
as immediate support to the infantry or for the fulfil- 
ment of tasks in the depth of the anti-tank defence. 

The army was also poorly motorized, and its mo- 
torization did not correspond to its great numbers. 
That is why the infantry divisions were clumsy and 
not manoeuvereble. The artillery and mine-throwers in 
the units and subdivisions were also inadequate. With 
the available artillery and mine-throwers, the divisions 
and armies were not in a position to organize the 
necessary compactness on 1 km of the front in case 
of a breakthrough of the enemy's defence. 

Neilher was the anti-aircraft defence well organ- 
ized. The infantry arms were of different rnakes and 
trade marks and the automatic and machine guns 
were quite insufficient. The situation in the fleet and 
in the supporting forces was similar. 

The high command had very limited reserves at 
its disposal. With these reserves it was not in a posi- 
tion to exercise substantial influence on the course of 
military operations. 

Ali these shortcomings in the armament of the 
Bulgarian People's Army would have led to dire con- 
sequences in the Patriotie War if it had not been a com- 
ponent part of the 3rd Ukrainian Front and if the lat- 
ter had not supported it with its artillery and aviation. 

Even during the war, the Soviet Government gave 
the Bulgarian army arms and machines free of charge, 
not to mention the fact that the captured material was 
left entirely at our disposal. 

After the end of the military operations, the Father- 
land Front Government began gradually to rearm the 
army with Soviet weapons and technology. Today 
all its weapons and technology are Soviet and of the 
latest models. 

In its organization and training the Bulgarian 
People's Army is guided by Soviet military doctrine. 
The forces are trained according to programmes and 
regulations in which the experience of the Soviet army 
is widely reflected. Ali this, of course, is adapted to 
local conditions, to our terrain and ciimate. There is 
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full harmony now between the different kinds of forces, * 

which are adequately supplied with artillery, mine- 
throwers and tanks; the air force, as well as the 
anti-aircraft defence, are properly developed. The sub- $ 

divisions and units are mechanized and possess high 
mobility. The success of a military operation is en- 
trusted to all types of forces, which subordinate their 
efforts to the common task and goal. 

Coordination in all operations from top to bottom 
is a guiding principle in organizing modern fighting 
and operations. 

Great initiative and creative work is entrusted to 
the officers and generals of the Bulgarian army, and 
those who are capable are offered ample opportunities 
for advancement. 

The Bulgarian People's Army is well-trained for 
defensive purposes, but when necessary it can also 
perform offensive operations in great depth and at 
high speed, 

Parallel with the rearmament of the Bulgarian 
People's Army, the training of cadres was also started. 
As early as 1945 partisans and officers of the former 
royal army who had proved loyal to the people's rule 
were sent to study in Soviet military academies. 
According to an agreement between the Bulgarian and 
Soviet Governments, ins'tructors were sent to the Bul- 
garian army. The first Soviet Statutes were also 
translated, From the very start, the Bulgarian People's 
Army was organized after the Soviet pattern. Its 
training, education and course of study were patterned 
after those of the Soviet armed forces. 

Many measures are taken to consolidate relations 
between the two armies. Most effective are the joint 
drills, in which Bulgarian soldiers and officers act 
shoulder to shoulder with Soviet soldiers and officers. 

Rallies, drills and conferences are organized to 
unify the views regarding the training of the officers' 
body. The Soviet people readily share their experience 
and help the Bulgarians in mastering the new 
technique. > 

Such joint measures are also implemented with 



the other armies of the Warsaw Pact countries. The 
results are exeellent both as regards the unification 
of views between our armies on the training and utili- 
zation of armed forces and the reinforcement of friend- 
ship between our two armies. 

Today all officers, from the minister down to the 
platoon commander, are graduates of one or two Soviet 
military academies. Ali commanders of military units 
are graduates of the Bulgarian Military Aeademy. 
Many of the battalion commanders are also aeademy 
graduates. This high qualification of the commanding 
staff secures a corresponding training of the whole 
army. And, indeed, the Bulgarian People's Army is 
well trained, well armed and drilled. It is a modern 
army. The people's government spares no effort and 
funds for its armament. 

Leading personalities in the Party and state often 
hold conferences with the officers, at which they 
acquaint themselves with their problems and take 
measures to resolve those which the Ministry of De- 
fence is unable to solve. 

A speeial body, known as the General Political 
Administration at the Central Committee, is in charge 
of the Party's political guidance of the armv. It has 
Lhe rank of a department at the Central Committee and 
has its organs in all army units. It looks after the po- 
litical and moral condition of the forces and their 
discipline. 

The Party and the Komsomol are the only organi- 
zations represented in the army. The latter is thus 
united around the Central Committee and the Govern- 
ment. The Party and Komsomol organizations do not 
mterfere with the professional work of the command- 
ers, but help them by securing through Party chan- 
nels the best fulfilment of the tasks set by them. 

The Party and Komsomol membeo serve as mod- 
els of conduet. They are always at the most difficult 
jobs, fulfil their obligations best, maintain the machines 
and weapons in the best condition and are the most 
disciplined. Almost all young men are members of the 
Komsomol, which is the largest youth organization. 
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It is entrusted with cultural initiatives, sports, compe- 
titions, etc. The Party and Komsomol organizations 
play an important role in the everyday life of the units,. 
in particular during military drills, and whenever the * 

units are faced with great hardships and trying 
experiences. Before the military exercises and drills, 
Ihe Communists and Komsomol members hold meet- 
ings at which they explain the character of the exercises 
and drills and the difficulties likely to anse and on 
this basis, mobilize their forces. 

The army is a veritable school for the training and 
education of the young. 

The young recruits, called up to fulfil their patriotic 
duty, become not only physically steeled. They get also 
a good political training. They are taught to become 
good patriots in the Komsomol organizations, during 
classes, through visits to plants, co-operative farms 
and historic sites, In the barracks the young men grow 
to maturity, become men, and acquire many work 
habits which they need in their civil life. Many young 
men learn a profession in the barracks, Some go out 
as fully-fledged chauffeurs, others as wireless or tele- 
phone operators, fitters, while the officers graduating 
from military schools become specialists for whom 
there is always employment if they have to leave the 
army before being pensioned. 

In the educational work, great stress is laid on 
friendship, attachment to the commander, to the Party 
and peopie. The rich revolutionary traditions of the 
Bulgarian Communist Party and peopie are used to 
educate the soldiers in a spirit of patriotism and in- 
ternationalism. Their education is also helped by the 
soldiers 1 clubs and the so-called military glory rooms, 
in which they are familiarized with what the army 
defends by means of models, diagrams and panels, 

Particular attention is devoted in the army to the * 

training of the body of soldiers and officers. They are 
trained under conditions approximating those in war- 
time. With every passing year the number of excellent 
students in the art of war and Marxism-Leninism is * 

increasing. The number of excellent units and subdi- 
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visions is also inereasing. Shooting exercises with 
different weapons are as a rule good and excellent. 
Good and excellent is also the condition of the guns 
and weapons. The Bulgarian soldier is attached to 
his weapons and always keeps them in good condition. 
Great attention is also devoted to the fighting trim 
of the forees, thanks to which they can go into battle 
at short notiee and without being taken by surprise. 

We can judge about the good training of the Bul- 
garian People's Army both from the evaluation of the 
Minister of National Defence of the People's Republic 
of Bulgaria and from the assessment of the Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the Warsaw Pact countries and of 
our Party and state leaders. 

Large-scale exercises were carried out in the last 
few years, in which the Bulgarian People's Army took 
pari on an equal footing with the Soviet Army and 
the armies of the other Warsaw Pact countries. These 
exercises are performed with a view to elaborating 
questions of the administration, interaction, landing 
of maritime and air-borne forees, overcoming of water 
barriers. In all exercises, the Bulgarian People's 
Army has demonstrated good organization, stamina 
and great mobility, and has been highly assessed. 

In 1967 large manoeuvres were carried out on 
Bulgarian soil under the name of "Rhodope". Subdi- 
visions and units of the Bulgarian People's Army 
took part in it. This is what the Prime Minister of 
Bulgaria, Todor Zhivkov, the Minister of National 
Defence, Dobri Djourov, who was in charge of the 
exercises, and the Commander-In-Chief of the forees 
of the Warsaw Pact countries, Marshal Yakubovskv, 
said in this connexion: 

"The Rhodope manoeuvres," Todor Zhivkov said, 
"once again confirm that the Bulgarian People's 
Army is a reliable shield of our people's freedom, 
independence and socialist gains. They come to show 
us visually that our country and our army have loyal 
allies in the Warsaw Pact countries and their armed 
forees, that our fraternal forees have a united com- 
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mand capable of coordinating and directing their 
forees and to deal a heavy blow with the iron fist of 
our common military might to any enemy, froni 
wherever he might corne." 1 ) 

Marshal Yakubovsky spoke in much the same 
veim "The manoeuvres displayed in fuil measure the 
increased field preparation of the forees, their abili- 
ty to fight by applying all kinds of new weapons and 
modern technique. 

"It can be said with full justification that these 
manoeuvres enriched our experience in our readiness 
to fight and made a substantial contribution to the 
fighting preparedness of the armies of the Warsaw 
Pact countries.' ,s ) 

And this is what the Minister of Defence, Army 
General Dobri Djourov, said in connexion with the 
manoeuvres: 

"The tremendous potentialities demonstrated by 
the modern models of aviation, naval, armoured tank 
and artillery technique, as well as the precise and 
unfailing operations of all other kinds of arms and 
technique, aroused great admiration. 

"The manoeuvres showed the increased ability of 
commanders and staffs to organize and direct the 
operations of their forees in all conditions and in any 
setup. In this connexion, we should specially point 
out the elose interaetion achieved between the sub- 
divisions and units of the different national armies 
as well as between the different types of armed 
forees," 

"The operations of the forees in the landing of 
naval and air forees, in breaking through the defence 
and in repelling enemy blows revealed great pre- 
eision, which is a proof of a resolute, constant and 
high operative direetion of the subdivisions and units 
on the pari of the commanders and staffs and of the 
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high fighting capacity and field training of the 
forces." 1 ) 

About the quality of the training of the Bulgarian 

People's Army we can also judge from the statements 
of certain military experts of the capitalist countries 
Thus, for instanee, in April 1967 the Turkish journa- 
list Yilmaz Cetinar wrote in the Cumhuriet: "The 
Bulgarians on the whole have well-trained, well-ar- 
med and brave soldiers. The Bulgarians are a coura- 
geous nation." 

The Bulgarian People's Army is part of the army 
of the Warsaw Paet. This military alliance is quite 
defensive in character. It was set up after the USA, 
Great Britain and other imperialist states established. 
the NATO aggressive bloc as a threat against the 
Soviet Union and the other socialist states. Solicitous 
about their collective security, each one of the War- 
saw Pact countries places its army in the hands of an 
allied command for the defence of socialism against 
nnperialism. 

In taking part in the Warsaw Pact, the Bulgarian 
People's Army assumed great obligations, arising 
from the obligations contained in the. bilateral agree- 
ments for mutual assistance between the individual 
socialist states. These provide that if one socialist 
state is threatened with aggression (or counter-revo- 
lution — author's note), the other country is bound 
to render it every kind of assistance. On this ground 
the Bulgarian People's Army, together with the ar- 
mies of the Soviet Union, Poland, Hungary and the 
German Democratic Republic, rendered military as- 
sistance to fraternal Czechoslovakia by sending ar- 
med forces to check the counter-revolution which 
threatened its socialist system. Bulgaria and the Bul- 
garian People's Army fulfilled their international 
duty. 

The hue and cry of the imperialist centres on this 
occasion is an eloquent proof of the correctness of our 
action. They are weeping not for the freedom of the 
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Czeehoslovak people, for it is precisely our armies 
that guarantee this freedom. They are weeping and 
sorry for something on which they banked and which 
misfired. 

The Bulgarian People's Army is part of the Bui 
garian nation, its dearest offspring. Under capitalism, 
the army did not enjoy a good name among the peo- 
ple. Both at the time of the September 1923 Uprising 
and at the time of the partisan struggle in the period 
of 1941-44, the army was used against the people, 
to crush the partisan movement, a product of the 
people. The royal army thus earned the hatred of the 
workers and peasants, and service in it was consid- 
ered not as fulfilment of one's patnotic duty, but as 
an unpleasant chore. People with a progressive Out- 
look were not allowed to enter its ranks and for every 
progressive manifestation there were severe penal- 
ties, even capital punishment. 

Prior to September 9, 1944, the sons of well-to-do 
parents, who had proved their loyalty to the fascist 
government, stood the best chances of entering the 
military edueational establishments. The candidates 
were exceedingly few in number. At present the num- 
ber of candidates for military schools is very large. 
There are 5 to 10 candidates for every available place 
in the different special military fields, and this makes 
it possible to make a most careful selection of the 
candidates. The young men enter the barracks with 
enthusiasm. Veritable celebrations are organized to 
see off the young recruits. Relatives, friends and 
comrades flock to the home of the young recruit, 
heaping presents upon him and giving him instruc- 
tions as to how to become the best soldier. The young 
men go singing to the barracks. 

Great celebrations take place in the barracks on 
the days when the young soldiers take the oath. 
Distance is no hindrance for the soldier's near and 
dcar ones to come and attend this important act in 
the life of the young men. 

Every year, the army lends a helping hand to our 
farmers. According to the plan of the Ministry of 
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National Defence, a period is set aside every year 
for gathering in the crops. At that time the soldiers 
and their commanders are among the co-operative 
farmers, among those whom they defend. On the one 
hand, this heips to reinforce the links between the 
army and the people and, on the other, it maintains 
the work habits among the soldiers. 

1968 was a year of drought. The drought set in 
already in the spring when the tobacco was trans- 
planted. This made it necessary to water the tobacco. 
For the purpose thousands of soldiers and officers 
were seni to lend a hand to the farmers, They came 
with water tanks, automatic machines, pumps and 
other machinery that was needed to save the tobacco 
crop. 

Assistance is also rendered to the farms in autumn 
when several crops, including maize, sunflower and 
fruit, grow ripe. 

In cases of natural calamities, the army hastens 
to the aid of agriculture. When the ice thaws in spring, 
the rivers often get clogged up with ice, the water 
floods the banks and causes serious trouble. When 
the weather is very hot, fires break out. On such 
occasions, the army leaves its garrisons and goes to 
combat the natural calamities. Several years ago 
the wali of a big dam burst. The water, mixed with 
mud, flooded a whole village. Its inhabitants were 
threatened with death. But our helicopter fiiers ar- 
rived quickly on the spot, and at the risk of their 
life, saved the women, men and children that were 
threatened with death. 

But "love for love, friendship for friendship" saya 
a Bulgarian proverb. Just as the soldiers respond to 
the needs of the population, so also does the population 
respond when military units lack something. Ali are 
ready to assist the army: factories, state and co- 
operative farms, Party and state bodies. Many en- 
terprises and co-operative farms take some military 
units under their patronage and sign an agreement 
for mutual assistance. 

The soldiers are among the workers and peasants 
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not only on holidays and celebrations, but also in 
their work. 

It is very edifying and touehing that the military 
units have their patrons. Their patron is usually a 
revolutionary who gave his life for the counlry's 
independence and freedom. In the soldiers' dormitory 
there is a bed for.him, surrounded by a red or green 
cord and the name of the hero stands on a plate, 
being called at the roli call every night. 

The soldiers also look after the graves and common 
graves of patriots who gave their life in the fight 
against fascism. 

Many are the forms in which contacts are main- 
tained between the army and the people, as well as 
between the Party and the army. The army attaches 
high value and keeps alive the revolutionary tra- 
ditions of the Party and the people. And the Party 
devotes great attention to the maintenance of the 
moral and political unity between army and people, 
which is a sure pledge for every victory. 

As an army of a socialist type, the Bulgarian 
People's Army is distinguished by high discipline, 
This is due not only to the oath, which obliges the 
soldiers to be obedient, but also to the tremendous 
political and educational work done in the army. Not 
only the commander, but also the Party and Komso- 
mol organizations watch over the conduct of an of- 
ficer, sergeant and soldier. Not only the commander 
but also the Party and Komsomol organization put 
forward demands in case of violations. 

This unity of action between commander and 
Party and Komsomol organizations helps to tighten 
the discipline and hence, raises the fighting readiness 
and capacity of the armed forces. 

Great attention is paid in the Bulgarian People's 
Army to physical education. It is practised not only 
in the hours set aside for it in the programmes, but 
also in those set aside for sport and work among 
the masses. The army takes part in all physical edu- 
cation events in the country: relay races, sports 
games, competitions in all kinds of sport. Good 
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football, volleyball and chess players, wrestiers and 
other sportsmen are trained in the army. 

The Bulgarian People's Army has ample facilities 
for physical education and sports, which are aimed 
at training physically steeled soldiers. This can be seen 
in the long and strenuous marches and drills as well 
as in the everyday life of the subdivisions and units. 

The Bulgarian People's Army also engages in 
broad cultural activities. There are amateur groups 
in all subdivisions and units. In some garrisons 
there are song groups, in other garrisons dance or 
mixed companies. Brass bands have been organized 
in many units. 

The Bulgarian soldier likes to make merry. He is 
fond of folk songs, especially of those that sprang 
up when Bulgaria was under Ottoman rule and during 
the fight against fascism and capitalism, The Bul- 
garian soldiers enjoy listening to and singing songs 
in which the labour of our co-operative farmers and 
the achievements of our flyers and frontier guards 
are extolled. At the end of every year, the amateur 
art groups take part in a competition. It is a real 
competition to give the best performance to soldiers 
from otner garrisons as well as to the population. 

The Army Theatre and the Army Ensemble are 
doing a lot of educational work in the army. The plays 
and songs which they perform are on military 
subjects and profoundly patriotic in character. It is 
a great joy for the soldiers to attend performances 
of our best actors, singers and musicians. 

Army Day, September 23, is one of the most so- 
lemnly celebrated holidays in Bulgaria. In town and 
eountry, in all garrisons, large and small, the people 
rally for the celebration of this holiday. The families 
of servicemen, their relatives, representatives of 
public organizations, the Party, the Komsomol, fac- 
tories and co-operative farms attend these celebra- 
tions. The soldiers and commanders are publicly 
extol!ed and the people's attachment to the army 
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finds expression in the most beautiful words. And £ 

these words are obliging, and the attachment thus • 
expressed gives rise to a siniilar attachment on the 

part of the soldiers and officers. * 

The Bulgarian People's Army has the function to 
defend the peaceful labour of the people, their gains, 
and the frontiers of the country. It has all that may 
be necessary for the purpose at its disposal. But if 
anyone should venture to attack us, he will afso come 
up against the armed forces of our loyal allies. 
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